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Order of Worship 

May 17th, 2026 

 Seventh Sunday of Easter 
  

We Gather to Worship God 
Welcome 

Worship in Song  

Call to Worship 

Worship in Song 

Prayer 

We Listen to the Word 
 

Sermon Series: Life After Death 

Sermon: “Part VI. To Die is Gain”  
 

 

We Come to the Table 

Prayer of Confession and Consecration 

The Lord’s Prayer 

We Eat and Drink Together 

We Celebrate the Eucharist in Song 

Prayer 
 

We Go to Live in the Reign of God 
Community Life 

Doxology 

Blessing and Sending 
 

*Words to music, responsive readings and  

The Lord’s Prayer will be on the screen*  



Life After Death 

Part VI. To Die is Gain     

Pastor Gary Jacabella  
 
 

 
Philippians 1:20 – 24 ISV alt.   

 

 

“I rejoice because I eagerly expect and hope that I will have 

nothing to be ashamed of, because through my boldness 

Christ will be exalted through me, now as always, whether I 

live or die. 

 
21 For to me, to go on living is Christ, and to die is gain.  22 

Now if I continue living, fruitful labor is the result, so I do not 

know which I would prefer.  23 Indeed, I cannot decide 

between the two. I have the desire to leave and be with 

Christ, for that is far better. 24 But for your sake it is better that 

I remain alive”    
 

 

 

 

Philippians 3: 4- 6 CEB alt.   

 

If anyone else has reason to put their confidence in human 

credentials, I have even more: 
5 I was circumcised on the eighth day. 

I am from the people of Israel and the tribe of Benjamin. 

I am a Hebrew of the Hebrews. 

With respect to observing the Law, I’m a Pharisee. 
6 With respect to devotion to the faith, I harassed the church. 

With respect to righteousness under the Law, I’m blameless. 
7 These things were my assets, but I wrote them off as a loss 

for the sake of Christ. .” 

 

 

 

 
 

 
If you’d like to talk personally and confidentially w/Pastor Kris about your               

relationship with Christ, please email pastorkris@tablelifechurch.org or call  
717-774-6444 

 

 

Doggy Bag-  
 

Some questions to chew on: 

 

 
 

1. How does Paul’s joy and confidence when facing death strike you?  
Does it seem to you as something that is wrong, inspiring, scary, 
unreal . . .?                                               

2. What kind of list of human credentials might people look for today 
in your family or tribe?  How is Paul’s list similar of different?                                     

3. Describe a crisis of disillusionment that you have had?  How much 
do you identify with Paul’s reaction of anger? What role did Jesus 
play in your crisis?                            

4. Why does Paul consider his human status to be sewer trash?  
What do you think of his complete renunciation of his old program 
for happiness?                                 

5. How does Paul’s experience help you understand why we must 
share Jesus’ suffering and death in order to share his resurrection?              

6. What does it mean to “die before you die”?  How can dying before 
you die prepare you for death itself?   

 

     



9 Everything that happens has happened before; nothing 

is new, nothing under the sun. 
18 The more you know, the more you hurt; the more you 

understand, the more you suffer.  

  
The Door or Passageway of _______________ is a life 

crisis when the _____  _____  is exposed.   
 

“Die _______ you die. C. S. Lewis” 

 
 

Notes: 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Philippians 3:8 – 11 CEB  
 

I consider everything a loss in comparison with the 

superior value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. I have lost 

everything for him, but what I lost I think of as sewer trash, 

so that I might gain Christ 9 and be found in him.  

In Christ I have a status that is not my own and that does 

not come from Legalism but rather from the faithfulness of 

Christ: the status from God that is based on faith. 10 The 

good standing that I have comes from knowing Christ, 

the power of his resurrection, and the participation in his 

sufferings. It includes being conformed to his death 11 so 

that I may somehow reach the goal of the resurrection of 

the dead.  

 

  

• knowing Christ, knowing the power of his 

__________,  

• participating in Christ’s __________,  

• being conformed to his _________.”  

• the ________ of the ___________ of ______ _______.  
 

 

Ecclesiastes 1 CEB   
 

Nothing makes sense! Everything is nonsense. . . . 
3 What is there to show for all of our hard work here on this 

earth? 
4 People come, and people go, but still the world never 

changes. 
6 The wind blows south, the wind blows north; round and 

round it blows over and over again. . . .  
8 All of life is far more boring than words could ever say. 

Our eyes and our ears are never satisfied with what we see 

and hear. 

 

This Week’s Guest Speaker: 

Pastor Gary Jacabella 

 

Gary Jacabella is retired after serving 

along with his wife Bernie as pastor 

in local churches in Eastern Pennsylvania. They have two 

daughters, Olivia and Angel. Gary's guiding scripture 

verse is 2 Corinthians 5:18 "God has done it all! He sent 

Christ to make peace between himself and us, and he 

has given us the work of making peace between himself 

and others."  


