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Christmas Eve Service
24 December 2023

We Gather to Worship God

Welcome
Advent Reading/Call to Worship

Lighting of the Christ Candle

We Listen to the Word

Prayer
Christmas Message:
“Seated to Receive”

We Come to the Table
The Lord’s Prayer
We Eat and Drink Together

We Share the Light of Christ

We Go to Live in the Reign of God

Closing Remarks

Blessing and Sending

*Words to music, responsive readings and
The Lord’s Prayer will be on the screen*
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NOTES:

Seated

Christmas Eve: “Seated to Receive”
Pastor Kris Beckert

The Story of the First Christmas:

Luke 2:1-7 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a
decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census
that took place while Quirinius was governor of
Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to
reqister. 4 So Joseph also went up from the fown
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judeaq, to Bethlehem
the town of David, because he belonged tfo the
house and line of David. 5 He went there to
reqister with Mary, who was pledged to be
married to him and was expecting a child. ¢
While they were there, the time came for the
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and
placed him in a manger, because there was no
guest room available for them.

Do you find it easier to give gifts or to receive
them?

“It is so easy a thing to give—only great men have the
courage and courtesy and, yes, the generosity to receive.”

-John Steinbeck, author



I. Christmas is about what God wants to

and what we are to

1. receives a new future

Luke 1:38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary
answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.”

2. receives a course
correction

Matthew 1:24 When Joseph woke up, he did
what the angel of the Lord had commanded
him and took Mary home as his wife.

3. receive good news

Luke 2:15 When the angels had leff them and
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this

thing that has happened, which the Lord has
told us about.”

Il. What does receiving require?

1. go
2. up
3. in

Doggy Bag- =
Some questions to chew on:

1.

2.

What part of this message was most
impactful for you and whye What stood out?
Do you agree with John Steinbeck that it
takes great courage, courtesy and
generosity to receivee Why or why note

. Which character in the Christmas story can

you relate to the moste Whye How do you
imagine they felte

. What do you need to let go of in order to

receive something new from God<¢ How can
you begin to open up your life, your time,
and your heart to what God wants to do?
How can you begin to make space for God
and welcome him ine

. This Christmas, what do you need to receive

from God?2

NEW HERE? NEED PRAYER?

TABLELIFE

Please fill out a

connection card located

in the seats in front of

you. Or you can fill one
out online.

If you'd like to talk personally and confidentially w/Pastor Kris about your
relationship with Christ, please email pastorkris@tablelifechurch.org or call

717-774-6444




