Bonus Saint: Sadhu Sundar Singh

“Known in his lifetime as India’s most famous convert
to Christianity, Sadhu Sundar Singh (1889-1929) would
not approve of that characterization. He loved Jesus
and devoted his life to knowing him and following
him, but he never accepted Christianity’s cultural con-
ventions, even as he embraced its stark original teach-
ings. A modern Saint Francis, Sundar Singh left the
wealth of his home at sixteen to live as a sadhu, or
wandering holy man. His beggar-like existence, his in-
tense devotion, his mystical encounters with Jesus,
and his simple yet profound parables became the stuff
of legends. No one who met him — including the thou-
sands who flocked to hear him during his visits to Eu-
rope, (Asia), and the United States — remained unaf-
fected. The secret of Sundar Singh's vast travels and
ability to endure hardship on the road comes from his
view of prayer, which he called ‘living and breathing in
God.”” As German scholar Friedrich Heiler once put it:
'He is India's ideal of the disciple of Christ — a bare-
footed itinerant preacher with burning love in his
heart. In him, Christianity and Hinduism meet, and the
former stands forth, not as something foreign, but like
a flower which blossoms on an Indian stem’” (R.V.
Smith). From Sadhu Sundar Singh one might learn
many lessons: 1. Radical simplicity so as to be free to
follow Jesus wherever He leads. 2. Living the Christian
faith without Western influences. 3. Praying as a
means of survival in a hostile culture. 4. Living deeply
into the radical teachings of Jesus. Any of these les-
sons resonate? Why?
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