Sunday, January 17, 2016
Theme:
NCCN, Remember Your Identity: You Are a Church of THE NAZARENE
Scripture:
Ephesians 4:1-16; Luke 4:14-30; 

Videos:
We are here.mov
New Cumberland Church of the Nazarene, You are a Church of THE NAZARENE, Jesus of Nazareth.  (invite congregation to identify titles of Jesus reflecting his identity.”
Luke records a testimony of Jesus identifying his mission (Luke 4:18-21, NLT): 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,


for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor.


He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released,



that the blind will see,



that the oppressed will be set free,



and that the time of the Lord’s favor has come.”
. . . The Scripture you’ve just heard has been fulfilled this very day!
We, who are one congregation of His Church, are the poor, the captives, the blind, and the oppressed.  We are the recipients of the grace and love of Jesus Christ. 

We were dead in our transgressions and sins, in which we used to live when we followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. 
Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace we have been saved (paraphrased from Eph. 2:1-5, NIV).
Today I remind you of your identity and join with the Apostle Paul to urge you to live worthy of the calling you have received from our Lord (Eph. 4:1).  
You are “a church of  THE NAZARENE.” 
· “Church” is the people who have responded to God’s call to be followers of Jesus
· We become part of this church when we place our faith in Jesus as our Lord and are adopted into the “family” of God.

The whole church is joined and held together in Christ (Ephesians 4:16).
Four instructions for you as one congregation of Jesus’ church from Ephesians 4:1-16
1. 
Live worthy of your calling to be followers of Jesus (4:1)

· You are God’s church, saints and citizens of heaven

· B.C., you were sinners: citizens of this world and followers of Satan (cf., 2:1-3)
· Now you are followers of Jesus (2:4-10; see Luke 4:18-21)
2. 
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace (4:2-3)

· Be completely humble and gentle (2a)

· Be patient, bearing with one another in love (2b)
VIDEO: TEAMWORK.mov
3. 
Employ God’s provisions for this unity (4-11)

· God Himself… (4-6)
· One body, One Spirit and One Hope

· One Lord, One faith and One baptism

· One God and Father who is over all, through you all and in you all

· Grace: Jesus came to us from heaven 7-10)
· He defeated evil through the life, crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus
· He leads us in His ways

· He gives gifts of grace to us 

· Pastoral leaders to lead and equip his people (saints) in ministry (11)
· The church recognizing this call of some by God to this ministry ordains them to lead and equip his people for ministry

· Note: you have not hired a new employee to serve as your pastor.  You called an ordained minister to equip you and lead you in ministry as a church

· The purpose of the pastor is to lead you in holy living through your faith in Jesus Christ within the life of the church

· Biblical Charge to pastors according to 2 Timothy 4:1-5

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. 
Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry (NIV).
Summary of God’s Provisions
4. 
Grow up into Christ who is the head of the church (12-16)

· Minister to one another until you reach unity in the faith and knowledge of Jesus
· Build one another up until you become mature (13-14)

· “Maturity” is becoming like Jesus (13)

· Jesus is the standard for “maturity.” 

· More than imitating

· Developing the character of Christlikeness

· Standing firm and steadfast in the midst of storms in life (14; cf. 6:10-12)

· Speaking truth in love 

· From Jesus the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work (16)

New Cumberland Church of THE NAZARENE, live worthy of being called His Church.
