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Sunday, January 3, 2016
Theme:
Christian, The LORD Is With You
Scripture:
Deuteronomy 10:12-22; Judges 6:1-24; Revelation 3:7-13
WHAT DO YOU SEE AHEAD FOR YOURSELF IN 2016? 
· What does God want to do in your life?
· What is God calling you to do?  More important … “to be?”
WHAT DOES GOD DESIRE FOR YOU AS A CHURCH IN 2016?

· A new pastor is coming in six weeks. 
· What are your dreams and reservations?
· God has set before you an open door that no one can shut (Revelation 3:7-13)
A call for all of us in 2016 from Deuteronomy 10:12-22 (NLT)
HOLY GOD
· The heavens and earth and everything in the earth belong to God

· The LORD set his affection on Your ancestors and loved them

· He chose you and loves you
· He is God of gods and Lord of lords

· He is the great God, mighty and awesome

· He shows no partiality

· He accepts no bribes

· He defends the orphans, widows and aliens; the marginalized by society
· He performed for you great and awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes


 HOLY PEOPLE
· Fear the LORD your God and live in a way that pleases him (12a)

· Love and serve the LORD with all your heart and soul (12b)
· Obey the LORD’S commands for your own good (13)
· Cleanse your hearts (16a)
· Stop being stubborn (16b)
· Love the foreigners in your midst knowing you once were aliens in Egypt
· You must fear the LORD your God and worship him and cling to him (20).
· He alone is your God, the only one who is worthy of your praise (21)
We are called to single-hearted devotion to God.  As we walk in fellowship with Him through this life He shapes us to be the people He wants us to be…
· The One who is Creator and owner of the heavens, the earth and everything in it has chosen to love you.
· The One who is God of gods and Lord of lords; the great God who is mighty and awesome has chosen you to be a follower of Jesus Christ.

· The One who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes; who defends the marginalized has performed great and awesome wonders for you.  
· The Supreme Wonder of all time is centered in Jesus Christ.

God calls each one of us to be His Child and to serve Him with all our heart and soul.

We are called to be God’s People in the midst of this world in 2016.

As God’s People and Church, we are made “holy people”—Saints of God.

When I think of HIM and His Holiness, I cannot help but wonder why He calls me to be His child.  He invites me to be on His team and join His family.  He forgives my sins and grants me the gift of the Holy Spirit to dwell in my heart so He is with me every moment of every day.

The story of Gideon (Judges 6-8) illustrates my response to God’s call to me and this church.
Gideon lived in a very chaotic period of Israel’s history (ca. 1300 years B.C.).  
What is God doing in this story? Do you identify or resonate with Gideon? 
We live in a chaotic day. “Midianites” (terrorists and criminals) continue pillaging our world, our nation, our communities and our homes.  My concern is not the terrorists in the world.  My concern is a diluted worship of God that settles for the ways of the world as preached by the media (liberal and conservative) instead of whole-hearted worship of God.  (See article “Presidents and Messiahs” [tothesource, December 14, 2011])
So what does it mean to be “holy people” in our society and world?

How does the angel of the LORD address us?  “Saints, the LORD is with you.”

Church, People of God, listen to God’s call for you in 2016:

· Mighty hero, (Child of God, Saint, Disciple of Jesus) the LORD is with you!
· Be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy (Leviticus 19:2b; 1 Peter 1:16)
· So set yourselves apart to be holy, for I, the LORD am your God. Keep all my laws and obey them, for I am the LORD, who makes you holy (Leviticus 20:7-8, NLT)
HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD, (Words & Music: Leila N. Morris, 1900)

“Called unto holiness, church of our God, Purchase of Jesus, redeemed by His blood;

Call from the world and its idols to flee, Called from the bondage of sin to be free.

“Called unto holiness,” praise His dear Name! This blessed secret to faith now made plain:

Not our own righteousness, but Christ within, Living, and reigning, and saving from sin.

“Called unto holiness,” bride of the Lamb, Waiting the Bridegroom’s returning again!

Lift up your heads, for the day draweth near When in His beauty the King shall appear.

Refrain

“Holiness unto the Lord” is our watchword and song. “Holiness unto the Lord” as we’re marching along. Sing it, Shout it, loud and long. “Holiness unto the Lord,” now and forever.
Conclusion:

What Do You See Ahead for Yourself in 2016?  What Is God’s Design?

Saint (Mighty Hero), the LORD Is With You
	To the Source

Presidents and Messiahs, December 14, 2011
	by Dr. Benjamin Wiker
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	There is a very deep tendency in human nature that when things are going very badly, we want a king to come in and magically straighten them out. That is why our presidential elections have become far, far too important. We’re treating the president as if he were our saving king, the anointed one, the messiah who saves us in the darkest hour from our enemies, and sets things to right with a few quick thrusts of his terrible swift pen.

Slashing deficits, expanding health care, cutting health care costs, dragging in the Wall Street white collar pirates in chains, boldly slashing off all the welfare chiselers, reviving the economy by reducing regulations, expanding the economy by stimulus, passing more regulations to protect workers and consumers, saving social security, reducing entitlements, reducing the military, making us safer in a world of increasing terrorism, staving off government encroachments on our personal liberty.

There is no end to our list. All of this is now expected of a president, and the president wanna-be’s are only too willing to make promises that only a messiah could fulfill. Hence, the hideously immoderate stress we put on the election of a president, a process now stretched out to the point where (like the Christmas shopping season being pushed ever earlier), no sooner do we elect one president in than the hopeful messiahs for the next election start queuing up.

That accounts for how we’ve misspent the last weeks of 2011 worrying about the elections in November of 2012, nearly a year hence. That’s a terrible waste of Advent, what should have been a thoughtful, holy time leading up to Christmas.


Deuteronomy 10:12-22, (NLT)
12 “And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you? He requires only that you fear the LORD your God, and live in a way that pleases him, and love him and serve him with all your heart and soul. 13 And you must always obey the LORD’s commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good. 


14 “Look, the highest heavens and the earth and everything in it all belong to the LORD your God. 15 Yet the LORD chose your ancestors as the objects of his love. And he chose you, their descendants, above all other nations, as is evident today. 16 Therefore, change your hearts and stop being stubborn. 


17 “For the LORD your God is the God of gods and Lord of lords. He is the great God, the mighty and awesome God, who shows no partiality and cannot be bribed. 18 He ensures that orphans and widows receive justice. He shows love to the foreigners living among you and gives them food and clothing. 19 So you, too, must show love to foreigners, for you yourselves were once foreigners in the land of Egypt. 20 You must fear the LORD your God and worship him and cling to him. Your oaths must be in his name alone. 21 He alone is your God, the only one who is worthy of your praise, the one who has done these mighty miracles that you have seen with your own eyes. 22 When your ancestors went down into Egypt, there were only seventy of them. But now the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky! 
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