Sunday, December 20, 2015: Fourth Sunday of Advent / communion
Theme:
Jesus Is Our Hope for a New Day and a New World 
Scripture:
Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 16:13-19
Is it really possible that darkness and brokenness can be the genesis of new life?
· What about silent nights, dark nights of the soul, when God seems absent; 
you cannot hear his voice or understand His ways
· In the quiet darkness of a normal night, our Savior was born

· God wastes nothing, not even our darkness

· God works in all things to the good for those who love him—even darkness

· Dark Nights of the Soul bring us to TOTAL RELIANCE on GOD

· The “LIGHT” that gives “HOPE” for Today was birthed 2,000 years ago in Bethlehem
· HOPE IS NEVER LOST!  HOPE IS ALIVE TODAY!
The prophet Isaiah foretold this hope through an interesting metaphor approximately 740 years before Jesus was born.  The imagery was a shoot sprouting from the stump of a tree cut down and left to decay (Isaiah 11:1-10).  
JESUS FULFILLS THIS STUNNING PROPHECY.
JESUS IS THE SHOOT SPROUTING FROM THE STUMP OF JESSE

JESUS IS OUR HOPE AND THE HOPE OF THIS WORLD.

“THE STUMP OF JESSE” portrays Israel as a nation cut down and carried away.  The Babylonians thought they could scatter Israel throughout their empire and wipe all memory of it from the world.  They saw themselves as the “New World.”  But they did not know the Most High God who had birthed that nation to represent Him in this world and be the channel of His blessing for His creation (Genesis 12:1-3).
· Through the years that nation forgot their identity and their heritage.  They lost relationship with the God who birthed and placed them in the world.  They ultimately fell captive to the Babylonian empire — a massive tree cut down.

· The nation was dispersed throughout the empire but not destroyed.  God preserved the nation through 70 years of captivity and brought back a major portion of its people to their homeland.

· Then, in keeping with that ancient covenant, God sent his son as a descendant of that nation to be His Messiah. That shoot is Jesus, our Messiah.  
· Through Advent and Christmas we celebrate his visit to earth and look forward to a new Day in his Second Coming in the future.
THE SHOOT FROM THE STUMP OF JESSE:
· JESUS is the shoot, The Messiah sent by God to advance the Kingdom of God
of which Heaven is the ultimate fulfillment
· The identity and work of this Messiah 
· The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him (2) —
The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, of counsel and of might
The Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—

· He will delight in the fear of the LORD (3)

· He will judge the needy with righteousness (4)
· He will make justice decisions for the poor of the earth (4)
· He will strike the earth and slay the wicked (4)
· He will establish his new kingdom — a kingdom of peace (see vv. 6-9)
· In that day this Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious (10).  
· This hymn of hope is repeated in
· Jesus’ message about the end times (Matthew 24-25)
· A hymn of praise to Jesus by the early church (Philippians 2:5-11)
· The Revelation
THAT “SHOOT” LIVES TODAY THROUGH “JESUS’ CHURCH”  (Matthew 16:13-19)

· Jesus announced that he would advance God’s kingdom through his church

I will build my church on this earth and the powers of hell will never destroy it (Matthew 16:18)

· Jesus announced he would build that church through women and men who really believe he is the Christ, the Son of the living God, the hope of the world (Mt. 16:13f)

· St. Peter reflects this proclamation as one who was a “living stone” of that church:

You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple…

And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. What’s more, you are his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that please God (1 Peter 2:4-5).

THAT SHOOT IS A METAPHOR FOR EVERY BELIEVER IN AND FOLLOWER OF JESUS.  

AS WE COME TO FAITH IN JESUS WE ARE GRAFTED INTO THAT TREE (Romans 11).
We are made branches of the vine, which is Jesus (John 15)

· New birth and adoption into the family of God

· A New Shoot springing from failure, brokenness and darkness

· We live as citizens of the kingdom of God—the branch of the family of Jesse

Jesus Is the Answer, Andre Crouch, 1973
If you have some questions In the corners of your mind,
Traces of discouragement, and peace you cannot find,
Reflections of your past, Seem to face you everyday,
But there's one thing I want you to know, that Jesus is the way.
I know that you've got mountains, That you think you cannot climb,
I know your skies looks so dark, That you think the sun will never ever shine,
But in case you don't know it, I tell you God's word is true,
Everything that he has promised, I know that he will do it for you.
Jesus is the Answer, for the world today,
Above Him there's no other, Jesus is the way.
