Sunday, December 13, 2015: 3rd Sunday of Advent / Children’s Min. Christmas Program
Topic:

Experiencing God’s Peace
Scripture:
Luke 2:8-14; Philippians 4:4-7
Video:

Peace on Earth.wmv
One of the great anthems of Christmas was sung by angels to a group of shepherds watching their sheep in the quiet of the night.  

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests”
(Luke 2:14, NIV)

That hymn of praise was introduced by news to those shepherds and to us today

 “I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger” (vv. 10-12).
Hear the news this Sunday morning for you and your family:

· Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.

· Terrorists are threatening us with violence and seeking to instill fear.

· Evil surfaces in multiple ways to rob our joy and destroy our peace

· A Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord

· You will find the baby wrapped in clothing of a common child and lying in a manger.

· He gives peace to those on whom his favor rests.

Peace!  What is it really?

· Online dictionary:
· freedom from disturbance; quiet and tranquility
· tranquility: calm, restfulness, peace and quiet
· freedom from or the cessation of war or violence.
· Twisted perceptions of how we generate this peace
· Passive indifference to the evil that thrives in our nation and world
· We can’t be passive in the face of abortions, racism, crime, murder (mass or personal), and domestic violence

· Evil forces attempting to oppress the world in the name of religion

· Jesus was totally aware of the evil of his day
· World peace that makes life comfortable for our family
· Health care and security systems that make us safe in this world
· Absence of conflict, war and storm
Story of Wizard eliminating weapons and sources of weapons to bring peace

Song of the Angels: 

· Glory to God in the highest heaven
· and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests
Receive God’s peace for yourself

· Identify the situations that disrupt your peace with God and with family
· Who is the person and what is the issue that robs you of internal peace
· God knows about your situation and cares for you along with everyone else involved

· Remind yourself on this Lord’s Day that the Lord is God and he cares for you

Share God’s peace with your family

· Let peace thrive in your home

· Keep Christmas simple

· Play and have fun with one another, especially your children

Radiate God’s peace in your community

· Church, school, job, market place
· Blessed are the peacemakers, for they be called the children of God (Matthew 5:9)

· You be the “space heater,” 

· Refuse to be grumbler, gossiper, critic and complainer

· Build one another up and encourage

Pray for God’s peace in our nation and world

· You probably are not being called to Turkey or other nations receiving Syrian refugees.  But, God has someone there.  Pray for them.
· The probability of encountering a Syrian refugee is quite small.  Pray for government officials and organizations that do have the opportunity to reach out to people fleeing for their safety and the future of their family.

Conclusion from Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

