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Sunday, November 8, 2015
Series:

God Wants to Sanctify You (Leviticus 20:7-8; John 17:17; Hebrews 13:12)

Topic:

God Sanctifies Believers Through His Word and By the Holy Spirit

Scripture:
John 17:17; 2 Thessalonians 2:13
Jesus prayed, “Father, sanctify my disciples through the truth, Your Word Is Truth”
(John 17:17)

Jesus suffered crucifixion to make us holy through his blood shed on the cross

(Hebrews 13:12)

The Creator of the Universe is in the business of transforming

sin-corrupted, common human beings into saints.
The transforming work of God is called “SANCTIFICATION.”

The product is “HOLINESS” or “HOLY LIVES.”
Holiness in humans is single-hearted devotion to God through our faith in Christ Jesus as Lord.  This definition reflects Jesus’ identification of the greatest of all the commandments:

The most important commandment is this: ‘The Lord our God is the one and only Lord. And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’ The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these (Mark 12:29-31, NLT)
Loving God with “all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength” is a demanding, exacting and difficult order for humans.  Since the fall of Adam and Eve we enter the world with a heart bent toward sin, a spirit of resistance to the lordship of God in our lives and a propensity to selfishness.  One prophet wrote: “All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own” (Isaiah 53:6, NLT).

The LORD says: “The heart is deceitful above things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9, NIV)  How do you change a deceitful, corrupted heart into a holy heart? 

Loving God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength requires a transforming work of God. Praise be to God, He loved us so much he sent his son into the world to provide full salvation from sin (John 3:16-17; Romans 6:23) and to make us genuinely holy people.
Descriptions of the sanctified life by St. Paul:
· Conformed to the likeness of Christ (Romans 8:29)

· Until Christ is formed in you (Galatians 4:19)

· We are being transformed into the likeness of Jesus (2 Cor. 3:17-18)

Struggle, duty and failure mark a common perception about sanctification.  Illustration:

The Rev. Chichester was not a wicked man but he knew he was a dishonest man, for while he preached duty as being the way to salvation, he was aware that the only thing duty had delivered unto him these past years was unhappiness and a feeling that his soul had been placed on a bed of ice, where it had somehow become frozen, unable to move. (Never Surrender: A Novel of Winston Churchill by Michael Dobbs, p. 27)
God Sanctifies us, i.e., makes us holy . . .

1. Through our faith in Christ Jesus as Lord (October 25)
2. By the Blood of Jesus (November 1)
3. By His Word

4. By the Holy Spirit

TODAY: GOD SANCTIFIES US THROUGH HIS WORD AND BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
3. GOD SANCTIFIES US THROUGH HIS WORD
· “Sanctify them through the truth, your word is truth” (Jesus, John 17:17)

· Truth for Christians is centered in Jesus as proclaimed in the Holy Bible
St. John identified Jesus as the Word of God and as truth (4th book of the N.T.)
· Jesus as the living Word of God (John 1:1-3). 
· Jesus identified himself as “the way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6)

· Jesus informed Pilate that he was born and came into the world to testify to the truth. “Everyone on the side of truth listens to me” (John 18:37).

· Jesus is the living, transforming Word of God
St. John reflects this understanding of Jesus as he teaches that the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin as we walk in the light of God and live in fellowship with God (1 John 1:7)

· The light of God’s word identifies holy living

· The light reveals infection, mold and dirt in our hearts and minds.  
· As we submit to God and make correction he cleanses us.
GOD SANCIFIES US, i.e., MAKES US HOLY THROUGH HIS WORD
4. GOD SANCTIFIES US BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
Jesus taught a new provision of God in the New Covenant — The Holy Spirit.  

· Some works of the Holy Spirit identified by Jesus:
· Will testify about Jesus (John 15:26)

· Will guide you into all truth (16:13)

· Will glorify Jesus by telling you whatever he receives from Jesus (16:14)
· Jesus instructed his disciples to wait for this sanctifying gift of the Holy Spirit from God before engaging in his assigned mission for them (Acts 1:4-5, 8)
· The inauguration of this provision is recorded in Acts 2
· The Gift of the Holy Spirit to all believers in Christ was a key provision by God in the “New Covenant.”  The Holy Spirit is a divine transforming agent of God in believers.

· The Holy Spirit transforms “Holiness” from duty and doctrine to authentic, vibrant Christian Life as God designed us to live

References to the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit: 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:1-2; 



Acts 15:8-9; 2 Corinthians 3:17-18; Ezekiel 36:25-27
Illustration of Holiness: Mary of Nazareth, “I am the servant of the Lord” (Luke 2:38)
