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Sunday, November 1, 2015
Series:

God Desires to Sanctify You (Leviticus 20:7-8, 26; John 17:17; Hebrews 13:12)

Topic:

God Sanctifies Us Through the Blood of Jesus… (Hebrews 13:12)

GOD WANTS TO SANCTIFY YOU AND TO MAKE YOU HOLY.

· Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your God. 
Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the LORD, who makes you holy… 
You are to be holy to me, because I, the LORD, am holy, 
and I have set you apart from the nations to be my own people (Lev. 20:7-8, 26, NIV)
· Personal responsibility: Consecrate yourselves; keep God’s decrees

· Be Holy (v. 7); You are to be holy to me, because I, the LORD, am holy (v. 26)
· This instruction moves us beyond obey laws and act holy to “Be Holy.”

· This is an issue of our hearts and identity.  This makes us genuine

· I am the LORD who makes you holy [i.e., sanctifies you]; 
I have set you apart from the nations to be my own people

FOUR MEANS BY WHICH GOD SANCTIFIES US (i.e., makes us holy):

1. Through our faith in Jesus as Lord (Acts 26:15-18)

2. Through the blood of Jesus (Hebrews 13:12)

3. By His Word [i.e., the Truth] (John 17:17-19)

4. By the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:2)

TODAY’S FOCUS: GOD SANCTIFIES US BY THE BLOOD OF JESUS  (Hebrews 13:12)
· What does it mean?  Why is it so important to modern day, civilized people?

· How do the suffering of Jesus and the shedding of his blood on the cross sanctify us?

The New Testament identifies 20 benefits of the blood of Jesus (FrankViola.org)
1. It pays the penalty for our sins (Matt. 26:27-28).

2. It gives life to those who consume it (John 6:53).

3. It causes us to dwell in Christ and He in us (John 6:56).

4. It is the means by which God purchased the church (Acts 20:28).

5. It is the means by which Jesus becomes our atonement (Rom. 3:25).

6. It justifies us and saves us from God’s wrath (Rom. 5:9).

7. It redeems us from the way of sin (Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; Rev. 5:9).

8. It brings those who were far away from God near to Him (Eph. 2:13).

9. It grants us the forgiveness of sins (Col. 1:14).

10. It brings peace and reconciliation to God (Col. 1:20).

11. It has obtained eternal redemption for us (Heb. 9:12).

12. It cleanses our conscience from dead works to serve the living God (Heb. 9:14).

13. It is the means by which we enter the most holy place with boldness (Heb. 10:19).

14. It makes us complete for every good work (Heb. 13:20-21).

15. It cleanses us from all sin (1 John 1:7).

16. It bears witness to Jesus in the earth along with the Spirit and the water (1 John 5:8).

17. It is the means by which Jesus frees us from sin (Rev. 1:5).

18. It is the means by which Jesus washes us [our robes] (Rev. 1:5; 7:14).

19. It is the means by which we overcome Satan, the accuser of believers (Rev. 12:11).

20. It sanctifies us (Hebrews 13:12).
How does the blood of Jesus do these things?  
Is there a relationship between the death of Jesus and the sacrificial system of the O.T.? What was the purpose of the sacrifices of Judaism?  
What does this mean for us in the 21st century?
1: THE ANSWER STARTS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF LIFE AS A GIFT OF GOD
· Life is a gift of God.  God formed Adam from the dust of the earth and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.  Then Adam became a living being (Genesis 2:7)
See Job 33:4; Deuteronomy 32:39; Acts 17:24-27
· The life birthed in each one of us at conception comes from the breath God breathed into Adam at the creation (Genesis 2:7).
· This is more than simple breathing—plant life and animals

· It is spirit and soul.  It is capacity of interaction and relationship with God
· The life of every creature is its blood. That is why I have said to the Israelites, “You must not eat the blood of any creature, because the life of every creature is its blood; anyone who eats is must be cut off” (Leviticus 17:14; cf., 17:13; Gen. 9:4-6)
2: SIN ALIENATES US FROM RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD WHO IS LIFE
· The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23a)
See also Genesis 2:15-17; Ezekiel 18:20; Ephesians 2:1-2
· The gift of God is eternal life through our faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 6:23b; Ephesians 2:4-5)
3: THE SACRIFICES (of O.T. era) AND THE DEATH OF JESUS PAY THE PRICE FOR SIN
· God provided forgiveness for sins and reconciliation with Himself as the source of life through a substitute death of a sacrificial lamb

· The system of sacrifices reflects God’s value of every life for every living being and true justice.  
· See Leviticus 17:11; Romans 3-5; Hebrews 9:22b
· The Blood of Jesus refers to his life and his death on the cross.
· Jesus, the perfect Lamb of God, gave his life as a ransom for our sins 

· See Matthew 26:27-28; Mark 10:45; Hebrews 9:14—10:18
· The New Testament teaches that through the death and resurrection of Jesus God defeated Satan and provided true sanctification for every believer

· The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 6:23b)
· Forgiveness is never free—it requires a substitute death in our place

· While we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8)
 “The blood of Jesus is the greatest mystery of eternity, the deepest mystery of the divine wisdom" (Andrew Murray). 
Next Week: God Sanctifies us through His Word and by the Holy Spirit
