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Sunday, October 25, 2015

Series:

God Wants to Sanctify You (Leviticus 20:7-8; John 17:17; Hebrews 13:12)
Topic:

How Does God Sanctify Humans? Through our faith in Jesus as Lord (part 1)
Scripture:
Mark 10:46-52; Acts 26:15-18; Romans 10:8-11
GOD WANTS TO SANCTIFY YOU AND TO MAKE YOU HOLY.
· Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your God. Keep my decrees follow them. I am the LORD, who makes you holy… (Leviticus 20:7-8).
· Jesus prayed for God to sanctify us (John 17:17)

· Jesus provided sanctification for us through his blood shed on the cross (Heb. 13:12)
Sanctification is God’s act of making humans holy (Samuel Powell, “Sanctification”, Global Wesleyan Dictionary of Theology, Al Truesdale, PhD, editor. Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press, 2013)
· Holiness describes the essence of God

· God is transcendent, pure and glorious

· The Holy One of Israel (Isaiah 1:4; 40:25)
· Humans are made holy through their relationship with “The Holy One of Israel.”

· Holiness in humans is single-hearted devotion to God

· You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength 
Clarification: Is Sanctification an experience or a process? Scripture describes sanctification in a variety of ways that prompts theologians to talk about sanctification in different ways:

1. Initial Sanctification (experience)

2. Process (growth)

3. Entire Sanctification, Total Commitment, Consecration (experience)

4. Sanctifying moments sometimes described as being filled with the Holy Spirit

5. Glorification or Heaven

Reasons God wants to sanctify us

1. to purify our hearts from all sin

2. to prepare us for heaven (Matthew 5:8; Hebrews 12:14)

3. to sustain moral purity in the midst of our sinful world (1 Thessalonians 4)
FOUR MEANS BY WHICH GOD SANCTIFIES US (i.e., makes us holy):
1. Through our faith in Jesus as Lord (Acts 26:15-18; 1 Corinthians 6:11)

2. Through the blood of Jesus (Hebrews 13:12)

3. By His Word [i.e., the Truth] (John 17:17)

4. By the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:2)

EVERY WORK GOD DOES IN US COMES THROUGH OUR FAITH IN JESUS AS LORD.

BY HIS GRACE GOD CONSTANTLY INVITIES US TO FAITH IN HIMSELF AS GOD
· He reveals himself to us in creation and through the Bible

· He convicts us of sin and unrighteousness. He warns us of coming judgment.

· He invites us through catastrophes, suffering and loss that reveal our finiteness and need for God to faith in Himself through Jesus Christ.

ULTIMATELY, GOD HAS REVEALED HIMSELF AND PROVIDED FULL SALVATION FROM SIN FOR US THROUGH JESUS CHRIST
· Declarations about Jesus through Scripture:

· Jesus Christ is the Son of God, our Messiah

· He is eternal; One with God (John 1:1)

· He participated with God in the creation of the universe (John 1:3; Heb. 1:3)

· He became human, lived in our midst and revealed God (John 1:14)

· He took on himself the guilt of our sins as he was crucified on a Roman cross

· God raised him to life (resurrection)

· He revealed himself to his disciples and commissioned them to advance his mission in the world

· He ascended into heaven where he along with the Father and the Holy Spirit rule over the universe

· He will return some day to take all who believe in him into heaven

· Jesus revealed God’s design for us as humans.  It is true holiness.

· Jesus taught holy living.  See first four books of New Testament

· Jesus provided transformation through his death and resurrection on the cross (Romans 5:8; 3:23; 6:23; Hebrews 13:12)
NOW, GOD WORKS IN US THROUGH OUR FAITH IN JESUS AS LORD…
If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved (Romans 10:9, NLT).
· Lord means “one who rules”

· The disciples of Jesus called Him Lord. They first meant only that they had great respect for Him. Later they understood that He was one with God. So the earliest Christian creed was “Jesus is Lord” (A Dictionary of the Bible and Christian Doctrine in Everyday English).

GOD SAVES, SANCTIFIES, DISCIPLES, HEALS AND LEADS US THROUGH OUR FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST AS LORD.

· Faith is more than academic theory.  It is more than an ideal for life.

· Faith is the gift of God resulting in the capacity to believe that which we cannot see and to act upon that belief (W. Donald Wellman, Today’s Disciple, Fourth Edition, Kansas City, MO: Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City, 1996, 113)
· It is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen (He. 11:1)
· It is impossible to please God without faith (Hebrews 11:6)

· Faith is always lived out in action (James 2:17; Romans 14:23; Matt. 7:21)

· Every human being has faith in something or someone.  The object of our faith shapes our behavior, values and decisions.  There is never a question of whether you have faith or not. The question is “what” or “who” do you believe in?
GOD SANCTIFIES US THROUGH OUR FAITH IN JESUS AS LORD 

(Acts 26:15-18; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11)
Next:  God sanctifies us by the blood of Jesus, His Word (the Bible) and the Holy Spirit.
