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Sunday, September 27, 2015
Theme:
God Desires to Sanctify Us

Topic:

Why Is Sanctification Important

Scripture:
1 Thessalonians 4:3-8; John 17:13-23
What makes you think you can’t be
an authentic, victorious, enthusiastic, contagious Christian
in every arena of your life?

Who has told you that you can’t be free from sin?

What if God wants to make you
an authentic, victorious, enthusiastic, contagious Christian
in every arena of your life?

GOOD NEWS FOR YOU TODAY:

This is exactly what God wants to do in you and for you.

This work of God is “Sanctification.”
SANCTIFICATION IS THE WORK OF GOD IN HUMANS MAKING US HOLY PEOPLE

(Samuel M. Powell, PHD, “Sanctification,” Global Wesleyan Dictionary of Theology)
God Desires to Sanctify Us and Make Us Holy People (Lev. 20:7-8; John 17:17-19; Heb. 13:12)
Holiness describes the essence of God.  This holiness is portrayed as:

1. Exalted Majesty: God is Transcendent and set apart from the world

2. Radiant Glory

3. Sinless Purity

4. Amazing Grace (2 Corinthians 5:21; John 1:14; Philippians 2:5-11)

Holiness in disciples of Jesus:

1. Holy people are followers of Jesus in this world 

a. Set apart from the world to live as citizens of heaven; They belong to God

b. They are “God’s Church”—people called by God out of the world 
2. Holy People are Radiant people: light of the world pointing people to God’s way
3. Holy People are free from sin: cleansed from all sin (1 John 1:7)
4. Holy People are characterized by love
a. Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength
b. Love your neighbor as yourself
Three reasons God wants to sanctify us (1 Thessalonians 4:3-8):
1. To Maintain purity in the midst of this sinful world
2. To Promote personal discipline 
3. To Promote community (love one another—brothers and sisters)

1 Thessalonians 4:3-8, NRSV (in outline form)
For this is the will of God, your sanctification: 

· that you abstain from fornication;

· that each one of you know how to control your own body in holiness and honor, not with lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God (4-5)

· that no one wrong or exploit a brother or sister in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, just as we have already told you beforehand and solemnly warned you (6).

For God did not call us to impurity but in holiness. Therefore whoever rejects this rejects not human authority but God, who also gives his Holy Spirit to you (7-8).

The primary focus of Paul’s instruction seems to be sexual immorality [porneia] (3b-6):
A deeper look at these verses suggests further objectives for God through sanctification.
I.
God desires to sanctify you so that we might maintain sexual purity in a sensual society
· Warning re. Adultery by Jesus from Matthew 5:27-30
· Personal Responsibility? Repent: turn away from old ways of living and the ways of this world to follow Jesus as your Lord and live holy lives

· We identify a new standard of behavior — Jesus 
· We shift from “striving to avoid wrong” to “pursuing godly living”
· WE SHIFT FROM worrying about the line between temptation and sin TO honoring God, our spouses, our families and God’s church.
· We stop worrying about when attraction become lust?
· Personal responsibility is reinforced by God through Sanctification
· God cleanses our hearts and empowers us to live Godly lives 

· God empowers us by the Holy Spirit to immediately redirect thinking in ways that honor our spouse, the our families, our brothers and sisters in Christ
 (for single persons, the person who will be your spouse)
· God leads us to honor Jesus in the face of temptation

· We mimic our Lord Jesus who was tempted in every way that we are but said, “NO”

II.
God desires to sanctify you so that each one of you know how to control your own body in holiness and honor, not with lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God (4-5)
·  “Lustful Passion” is also attracted to things like money, possessions, position, power

· These things are inherently amoral…they can be used for evil or good
· Lustful passion expresses itself in:
· Obsession with obtaining these things that controls and drives us.  
· Self-pity

· Submission to depression when we don’t win
· Do not let your physical and psychical desires dominate and control your life

· Do not love this world nor the things it offers you… (1 John 2:15-17).
· The first priority for Christians is to honor God, Matthew 6:33
III.
God desires to sanctify you so that no one wrong or exploit a brother or sister in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things (6)
· Illustrations of fraud, exploitation, doing wrong:
· Sexual immorality in any form
· Dishonesty in business

· False Witness or gossip about others

· The Lord is an avenger in all these things (Dt. 32:35; Ro. 12:19; Heb. 10:30-31)

· A Call to Love and Community (John 17:20-21)
I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me (NIV).
· God wants to sanctify us so that we might authentically love
God did not call us to impurity but in holiness. Therefore whoever rejects this rejects not human authority but God, who also gives his Holy Spirit to you (1 Thess. 4:7-8).
· Through sanctification God cleanses our hearts for holy living 
· I will sprinkle clean water on you and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols (Ezekiel 36:26)

· Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless (Eph. 5:25b-27)

· This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him at all. So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the truth. But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin (1 John 1:5-7, NLT)

· Through sanctification, God is transforming us step-by-step into the likeness of Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:17-18)

God wants to sanctify you and cultivate His Joy in you
so that you can experience and radiate
authentic, victorious, enthusiastic, contagious Christianity
in every arena of your life.

Hear Jesus pray for you and me:

Sanctify them through the truth, your word is truth

As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.
For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.
(John 17:17-19)
