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Sunday, September 20, 2015
Theme:
God Desires to Sanctify You, Part 2
Topic:

What Is Sanctification?  
Scripture:
John 17:17 (cf., vv. 13-23); Hebrews 13:12; 1 Peter 1:15-16; Isaiah 6:1-8
If you were to add the title “Saint” to your name,

(e.g., St. Peter, St. Mary, St. Michael, St. _____________, etc.)

what do you think you would need to change in your life

to live up to that title?

What is God coaching you to change?
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A SAINT?

HOW DOES A PERSON BECOME A SAINT?

WHAT ARE THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR SAINTHOOD?

To be a “saint” is to believe in Jesus and submit yourself to him as your Lord.

“Sanctification” is the work of God in the life of believers

making us holy and shaping us in the likeness of Jesus.

CLARIFICATION:
Sanctification and Holiness are interchangeable terms:

Translated from qadosh (O.T. Hebrew) and hagiasmos (N.T. Greek)

NOUN: Holiness; Sanctification

VERB: To Sanctify; To make Holy (consecrate, dedicate, purify)
ADJECTIVE: holy (set apart for or by God); Saint

HOLINESS IS A MANDATE IN SCRIPTURE:

You shall be holy for I the LORD your God am holy (Lev. 19:2; 1 Peter 1:15-16)

Pursue peace with all people and holiness without which no one shall see God (Heb. 12:14)

SANCTIFICATION IS A PROVISION OF GOD:

Jesus prayed for God to sanctify us through the truth of His Word (John 17:17).

Jesus suffered crucifixion to sanctify us (make us holy) through his blood (Heb. 13:12).

God wants to sanctify you and cultivate His Joy in you so that you can experience and radiate authentic, victorious, enthusiastic, contagious Christianity
in every arena of your life?

HOLINESS IS A FUNDAMENTAL, INHERENT CHARACTERISTIC OF GOD.
ONLY GOD IS TRULY HOLY
“There is no one holy like the LORD” (Hannah, 1 Samuel 2:2)
Song of Angels, Revelation 15:3-4

Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty,

just and true are your ways, King of the ages.

Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name?

For you alone are holy.

All nations will come and worship before you,

for your righteous acts have been revealed.
Song of the Angels in God’s revelation of himself to Isaiah (6:1-8)

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory” (v. 3)

COMPONENTS OF GOD’S HOLINESS

displayed in this vision of God to Isaiah (6:1-8) and described in Scripture
HOLY GOD: EXALTED MAJESTY OF GOD
· Holiness: Set apart, separate, transcendent

·  “I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted…”  (6:1)

·  “For this is what the high and lofty One says—he who lives forever, whose name is holy: ‘I live in a high and holy place…’” (Isaiah 57:15)

·  Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no other (Deuteronomy 4:39)
· The Prayer Jesus taught us to pray recognizes this majesty of God: “Our Father in heaven… let your kingdom come and your will be done…” (Matthew 6:9)

HOLY GOD: RADIANT GLORY 
· “I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple . . . the whole earth is filled with his glory” (6:1, 3)

· The splendor of creation reveals the glory of God (Romans 1:18-23; Psalm 19).

· “…God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen” (1 Timothy 6:15b-16)
· “This is the message we have heard from Jesus and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5)

· Illustrations of this radiant glory:

· God appeared to Moses as a burning bush (Exodus 3)

· God as a pillar of fire by night and a cloud by day through the Exodus (Exodus 13:20-21; 14:19-20)
· A Cloud that filled the tabernacle and led Israel through its journey to promised land (Exodus 40:34-38)
· The appearance of the angels to shepherds announcing the birth of Jesus (Luke 2:8-14)

HOLY GOD: SINLESS PURITY 
· God’s holiness reveals our sinfulness and human finiteness

Cry of Isaiah: “Woe to me! I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty” (6:5)

· This Holiness Provides Salvation
· God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21).
· We have a high priest who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin (Hebrews 4:15).

HOLY GOD: AMAZING GRACE
· God revealed himself to Isaiah in a time of grief and crisis (death of King Uzziah)

“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted (Isaiah 6:1).
· “For this is what the high and lofty One says—he who lives forever, whose name is holy: ‘I live in a high and holy place, but also with those who are contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite’” (Isaiah 57:15)

· Jesus, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness” (Philippians 2:5-7)
· God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21).
· Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood (Hebrews 13:12).
CAN THIS HOLINESS OF GOD BE BIRTHED IN & LIVED BY HIS PEOPLE TODAY?
Can we really be “Saints?”

Jesus prayed that God would sanctify us through the Truth
Holy People: Set Apart From The World As Followers Of Jesus Christ

· Separated from the evil of the world for holy purposes
· Repentance: turn away from the ways of the world to follow Jesus Christ as Lord.

· We do not belong to the world we live in (see 1 John 2:15-19)

· I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world (John 17:14-16).
Holy People: The Light Of The World (Matthew 5:14)
· Who will go for us (Isaiah 6)
· As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world (John 17:16).
· As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me (John 17:21-23).
· Representatives of Jesus and his kingdom in this world
Holy People: Pure In Heart
· Psalm 24:3-6, NLT

Who may climb the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place?

Only those whose hands and hearts are pure,


who do not worship idols and never tell lies.

They will receive the Lord’s blessing

    and have a right relationship with God their savior.

Such people may seek you and worship in your presence, O God of Jacob.

· I will sprinkle clean water on you and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols (Ezekiel 36:26)

· Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless (Eph. 5:25b-27)

· Summary: Single-hearted devotion to God

Holy People: Amazing Grace
· Greatest Command: You shall Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.
Second greatest command: love your neighbor as yourself (Mark 12:28-31)
· …I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike. If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? Even pagans do that. But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect (Jesus, Matthew 5:43-48, NLT)
· Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law. For the commandments say, “You must not commit adultery. You must not murder. You must not steal. You must not covet.” These—and other such commandments—are summed up in this one commandment: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to others, so love fulfills the requirements of God’s law (Ro. 13:8-10, NLT).
Sanctification is the work of God in believers making us holy

and shaping us in the likeness of Jesus.

We don’t strive to achieve these characteristics so we can qualify to be saints.

We submit ourselves to God for sanctification (Romans 6:19)

(October 4: How To Be Sanctified)
God wants to sanctify you and cultivate His Joy in you so that you can experience

and radiate authentic, victorious, enthusiastic, contagious Christianity
in every arena of your life.

Jesus prayer for us today:

“Father, sanctify them through the truth, your word is truth” (John 17:17)
Next Week: Why is sanctification important? (1 Thessalonians 4:3-8; John 17)
