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Sunday, September 13, 2015
Theme:
God Desires to Sanctify You
Scripture:
John 17:17, c.f., vv. 13-26; Luke 4:14-20
What kept Jesus pursuing his mission in the face of opposition, horrendous injustice and the threat of crucifixion?  What kept Jesus going when people clamored for his miracles but stopped short of truly believing in him and becoming his disciples?  What kept Jesus going when his own family and hometown thought he was crazy?  What kept Jesus going in the face of political and religious leaders who condemned him to crucifixion on a cross?

Luke describes the answer in his introduction of Jesus (4:14-20)

· He was anointed by God for a specific mission

· He was empowered by the Holy Spirit

If Jesus was tempted in every way that we are, he was tempted to quit.  He spent lonely nights in prayer.  Approaching the day of his trial and crucifixion Jesus prayed: “Father, if it is possible, let this cup be taken from me.  Nevertheless, not my will but thy will be done.”  Notice, he was alone as he prayed.  
I can only imagine that either Peter or John recalled hearing Jesus pray that prayer through the fog of their fatigue and later shared the story in their memoirs of Jesus. I’m glad they did because this story tells me Jesus was tempted to quit but empowered by the Holy Spirit he stayed true to his mission.  He gave his life on the cross and became the supreme sacrifice for the guilt of my sins and yours.  Through that same sacrifice of himself he provided sanctification for his disciples—transformation into the likeness of himself.
What if God wants to sanctify you and cultivate His Joy in you
so that you can experience and radiate
authentic, victorious, enthusiastic, contagious Christianity
in every arena of your life?
PRAYER OF JESUS FOR OUR SANCTIFICATION (John 17:13, 17-26, NIV)
Primary Petition:
“Father, sanctify my disciples by the truth; your word is truth” (v. 17).
God’s Provision for this Petition:

Jesus suffered crucifixion to sanctify you through his blood (Hebrews 13:12).

God desires to sanctify you and make you holy (1 Thessalonians 4:3a; 5:23)
SANCTIFICATION has become a big, scary, 5-syllable word.

It has triggered so much debate that we ignore it and create alternate words for it.

But it’s a Scriptural Word that deserves full recognition.
We generally hear this call as a mandate of Scripture because it is presented in the imperative voice.  But what if we look at this call of God as an opportunity and a gift?  
What if God wants to sanctify you and cultivate His Joy in you so that you can experience and radiate authentic, victorious, enthusiastic, contagious Christianity in every arena of your life?
Think about this: Jesus has invited us to participate in his mission to save people from sin and make them citizens of heaven.  Jesus empowers his disciples to be victorious over sin and to cast out demons.  Our mission as a church is to participate in the mission of Jesus in this world.  The church today tends to see and measure mission as program and technique.  We have implemented numerous mission programs in the past 30 years. The background and purpose of each program was to participate in the Mission of Jesus in our World.  We have eliminated some of them as their effectiveness dwindled.

Scripture reveals that true mission radiates from the heart of believers.  Authentic Christianity gives us victory over sin and makes us contagious.  Jesus prayed that God would sanctify his disciples so they might be filled with His Joy and reveal God to the world.  Programs might proclaim the truths of God but real mission comes through believers radiating the joy and life of Christ from their hearts.
This brings me back to my opening question: What if God wants to sanctify you and cultivate His Joy in you so that you can experience and radiate authentic, contagious, enthusiastic Christianity in every arena of your life?

“Sanctification” is the work of God in the life of believers shaping us in the likeness of Jesus.  It is discussed in a variety of ways that prompts us to use a lot of adjectives with it: Initial, Progressive, Entire, etc.
Jesus’ prayer is for us today: “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message…” The “them” are the disciples of Jesus during his public ministry on earth.  Their message has radiated down to us through the years through the preached word, through personal witness from generation to generation and through the Bible.  Jesus’ prayer for God to sanctify his disciples is for you and me today.
Concerns expressed by Jesus in this prayer (John 17):
· That we might experience of the full measure of Jesus’ joy (13)

· That we might advance Jesus’ mission in the world (18)

· That we would experience unity with all Jesus’ followers (21-23)

· That we would experience the glory God gave Jesus [heaven] (24)

· That we would be filled with the love of God (26)
The heart of this prayer of Jesus is for God to sanctify us (v. 17). 
Topics for the next few weeks:

· What is Sanctification?

· Why is Sanctification so important?

· How do we receive Sanctification?

· What happens when I don’t feel holy or fall short of this standard of Jesus?

· What does is a holiness church?

