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Sunday, August 23, 2015: Vacation Bible School Program
Theme:
Living God’s Adventure for You
Scripture: 
Psalm 23
Recall a time of going to an amusement park with your family or friends.  

What are some of the feelings you experienced as you drove to and entered the park?

Think about the children you observed.  What were they thinking?

An Amusement park is a place of Adventure with risk and excitement.

The theme our VBS this summer was “Learning To Live God’s Adventure” using the metaphor of an Amusement Park.  Topics included:

· Living God’s Adventure Requires Preparation

· Jesus Is With Us Through Good Times and Bad

· We Can Take Our Fears to God

· We Follow Jesus Wherever He May Lead Us

· Sometimes God Works In Ways We Do Not Expect

· God’s Adventure Is to be Lived with Family and Friends

Does your life and religion reflect “Adventure” or “Control”?  Does your faith in God lead you to control through rules and doing business right or adventure?  An “ADVENTURE” is defined as a risky undertaking and a remarkable, exciting experience.  

A model of a man experiencing God’s adventure for life was King David.  The youngest of 8 sons of Jesse, he was tending the sheep one day when his brothers ushered him into the house where some old dude who was visiting their family anointed him with oil and told him he would be the next king.  I wonder if he even understood what it meant to be a king.
Ultimately David became king the king of his nation—one of the greatest kings of Israel.  His story is told in 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 Kings and 1 Chronicles.  It’s an exhilarating story of adventure—a boy who rose from being a shepherd to a mighty warrior and king. 

Reflecting on God he wrote a psalm in which he called the LORD his shepherd.  He realized that the LORD had guided him through many chapters in life that prepared him to be the 
king and then led him to do the work of being a king. Read Psalm 23.
In this song he identified six things this Divine Shepherd did for him regularly.  

1. The LORD Restores My Soul [psyche] (2-3a)
a. Leads me beside still waters

b. Grants us rest

2. The LORD Leads Me In Paths of Righteousness (3b)
a. Righteousness is a major theme of the Bible, God’s Word 

i. It focuses on justice and doing things right.  

ii. It also focuses on doing right things—things that are risky; things that aren’t rational.  Numerous stories throughout the Bible.

b. The Holy Spirit leads us to discern right action in complex situations
3. The LORD Walks With Me Through Dark Times (4)
a. The valley of the shadow of death (KJV)
b. The valley of deepest darkness

c. I will fear no evil in these valleys because the LORD is with me

4. The LORD Feeds Me (5a)
a. Provides a table for me in the midst of my enemies

b. Spiritual, psychical and physical nourishment
5. The LORD Anoints My Head With Oil (5b)
a. Anointment with oil in the OT set a person apart to be priest or king
b. The prophet anointed David with oil declaring that God had selected him for a mission—to be king of Israel (1 Samuel 16)

6. I Shall Dwell In The House Of The LORD Forever: Today and Tomorrow (6)
APPLICATION:

David’s Divine Shepherd has a purpose for you this morning.  
· We tend to think of this in relationship to our children.  God has a purpose for them.
· Reality: He has a purpose for every one of you sitting here this morning.

· We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do (Ephesians 2:10)

Some of you here this morning are experiencing intense adversity.  
· The truths and provisions of this Psalm of David are available for you if you put your faith in God and make Him your Shepherd.  

· No matter how dark your valley or tough your circumstances, God promises to
· Give you rest

· Lead you in righteous living

· Walk with you through your dark valleys

· Nourish you with His Living Bread

· Anoint you for His mission in this world

· Product?  God’s goodness and mercy shall be with you all the days of your life 

Question for thought:


Why is it that some people seem to be able to come through adversity with a great faith while others are spiritually destroyed? Those with great faith look to heaven and ask for God’s help. Those who are spiritually destroyed look to heaven and accuse God of being untrustworthy.


God is able to use those who choose great faith to conquer battles that would destroy others. When we have answered the questions of living on God's supplies and have chosen to trust God’s daily provision, we are choosing great faith. God is now able to use us to transform our world. We are able to enter dangerous territory where we would die without God’s intervention. We do so with peace. Miracles are on their way, so we can expect to be victorious (Kevin Stirratt, Manna: The Call To Daily Dependence On God, p. 112).

ARE YOU LIVING GOD’S ADVENTURE FOR YOU TODAY?
