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Sunday, August 2, 2015
Theme:
Thy Will Be Done, Part 3: God’s Redemptive Love
Scripture:
Matthew 6:9-10; John 3:16-17; Romans 8:28
COMMON QUESTION:

What happens if I make a wrong choice and miss the perfect will of God?
Have I sinned?  Am I doomed?  Do I have to settle for a second rate life?
BIG QUESTION: WHAT IF GOD LOVES YOU?
For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him (John 3:16-17, NLT).
Three Aspects of God’s Will
1. God’s Intentional Will

a. Care for and enjoy his creation (Genesis 1-2)
b. Be holy people (1 Thessalonians 4:3)
i. People who belong to God and walk with Him through life

ii. People who serve God with single-hearted devotion 
iii. People who participate in the mission of Jesus in this world

iv. Jesus is the ultimate model of holy living
c. Live in harmony with one another

2. God’s ultimate will: To bring everything in heaven and on earth into unity under the lordship of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:10; cf., Rev. 21-22)

3. God’s Redemptive Love for lost, broken sinful human beings
a. God is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but for everyone to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9b)
b. God works to the good in all things for those who are called according to his purpose [will?] (Romans 8:28)
WHAT HAPPENS IF WE MISS GOD’S WILL or PLAN?

· Truth: all of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23)

· We suffer consequences of sin when we miss God’s will and design

· God specializes in redemption and restoration

God works in all things to the good for those who love him

and are called according to His purposes (Romans 8:28)
Three ways of “Missing God’s Will”:

1. Unfortunate Start as descendants of Adam and Eve: 

a. We start life following the ways of this world

b. Children raised in a Christian home have to make choice to follow God

c. Unfortunate experiences, erroneous training and bad thinking
e.g., Mary Magdalene, woman with seven demons (Mark 16:9); Zacchaeus
2. Deliberate, willful choice: e.g., Adam and Eve; David’s adultery with Bathsheba 

(2 Samuel 11-12; Psalm 51)
3. Erroneous decisions through finite thinking: e.g., Joshua’s defeat at Ai (Josh. 7-8)
TURNING POINT: 

· New Birth to New Life through Jesus by the Holy Spirit (John 3:3-8; Acts 2:38)

· If we confess our sins God is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9)

God graciously draws us to Himself through Jesus Christ and by the Holy Spirit.

· No one comes to me unless the Father who sent me draws you . . . (John 6:44)

· God is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but for everyone to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9b)

God draws us to himself and holy living in the daily challenges and tests of life
· The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure (1 Corinthians 10:13, NLT).
· So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most (Hebrews 4:14-16, NLT).
BIG QUESTIONS:

· What happens if I make a wrong choice and miss the will of God?
· What happens if WE make wrong choices and miss the Will of God for us?

· Do failures mean I missed God’s will?  
· Do I have to settle for God’s second best choice for me?
BIG ANSWER:

· God loves you and is leading you to participate in his ultimate will and goal for you.

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,

which God prepared in advance for us to do (Eph. 2:10, NIV)
· God specializes in redeeming broken lives.
As you pursue God’s will

1. Believe in God through Jesus Christ: “THY WILL BE DONE!”
2. Submit yourself to God as your Lord: “THY WILL BE DONE!”
3. Receive God’s love for yourself: “THY WILL BE DONE!”
4. Celebrate God’s love for you, your family, this church and the whole world

Next Week: “God’s Will” for NCCN as you consider the selection of your next pastor
