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Sunday, July 26, 2015
Theme:
Thy Will Be Done, Part 2: This Is a Prayer of Submission to God
Scripture:
Matthew 6:9-10; 26:39 (36-46); James 4:13-16
“OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN … THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN”

What does it mean to pray, “THY WILL BE DONE?”

 “THY WILL BE DONE” is a prayer of total submission to God, the Sovereign Lord.
God’s Will Is God’s Plan and Desire!  It’s what God wants us to be and to do.  He wants us…
· To care for and enjoy His Creation (Genesis 1:26-31)

· To be holy people (1 Thessalonians 4:3)

· To live in harmony with one another (John 13:34-35)

God’s will is to be lived out in our daily lives in the midst of this world dominated by evil

Jesus teaches us to pray: “Our Father in Heaven… Thy Will Be Done” (Mt. 6:9-10). 

James advises us to plan for tomorrow in this way: “If it is the Lord’s will we will…” 

CENTRAL TRUTH:

God, the Sovereign Lord, created human beings

with the capacity to make choices and

assigned us the responsibility for those choices.
Our relationship with God requires a choice to believe in and serve God (John 3:16, 19-21; Joshua 24:15)

Two stories illustrating the responsibility of choice in responding to God’s Will:

1. Story of Adam and Eve in Eden

2. Story of Jesus of Nazareth
Common threads to both stories:

· They were holy as their stories began
· They were given a purpose and instructions (i.e., laws)
· They were tested

· They made choices

· They experienced consequences of those choices
· They left a legacy from their choices

Story One: Adam and Eve
· Created Holy and granted all God’s creation for enjoyment (Genesis 1:26-31; 2:8-9)
· Instruction: Do not eat the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  If you do you will die (Genesis 2:15-17)
· Test: Satan tempted them with the desire to be like God (Genesis 3:5).

· Choice: they saw the fruit was good and desired its product.  They disobeyed God and ate the fruit (Genesis 3:6)
· Consequences (3:6-23)
· Legacy:

· In Adam we all died (Romans 5:12-14)

· Every human being enters life as a citizen of the world which submits to Satan, the prince of this world

· All the evil in the news is a product of the sinful nature

Story Two: Jesus Christ

· Came to us from heaven holy and without sin
· Instruction: To honor God and reveal God to the world
· Tests: Temptation in the Wilderness (Matthew 4) and Crucifixion
· Choice
· Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross (Philippians 2:8b)

· Prayer of submission to God: “Abba, Father… everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” (Mk 14:35-36)
· The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45)

· Consequences:
· Suffering: Hunger and Death for Jesus

· Resurrection: God raised Jesus to life from the dead and seated him at his right hand in heaven (Ephesians 1:20-23)

· God made Jesus the ultimate sacrifice for our sin

· Legacy:

· Hebrews 9:12-15, NLT

· Jesus suffered and died outside the city gates to make his people holy by means of his own blood (Hebrews 13:12,NLT).
· The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ (Romans 6:23)
KEY DIFFERENCE in these two stories: SUBMISSION TO GOD

“Thy Will Be Done!” is a prayer of submission to God. 

Discernment of God’s will in any situation starts with submission to God.
· Holy Father, Not my will but your will be done.

· Regardless of the price, let your will be done

God’s Will Is God’s Plan and Desire!  It’s what God wants us to be and do.  He wants us . . .
· To care for and enjoy His Creation (Genesis 1:26-31)

· To be holy people (1 Thessalonians 4:3)
· To Love one another (John 13:34-35)
What are some of the Big Questions in your life?

· How do you discern God’s will in your personal life?

· How do you choose a new pastor?  What do you do with the profiles?

Have you sincerely prayed, “THY WILL BE DONE”?
