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Sunday, July 5, 2015: Independence Day Weekend
Theme:
God, Make Me a Blessing to America (she needs your blessing)
Scripture:
Genesis 12:1-3; Matt. 5:13-16; Ps. 33:12; 1:1-3; 41:1; 84:5; 106:3; 112:3; 118:26
Video: US Independence.mp4
I am proud to be an American today.  The USA is home to me and I love this nation.  
We are celebrating this weekend the 239th anniversary of our Declaration of Independence that set us on a unique course in history.  The introduction of this document declares:
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
This Declaration was reinforced in the Preamble to the Constitution for governance:

We the People of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.
A missing piece: BLESSED IS THE NATION WHOSE GOD IS THE LORD (Ps. 33:12a)
· I wish this could be a reality for the USA but this is not possible.
· “Freedom of Religion” and use of “rational laws” from the Bible does not make the LORD of the Bible our God.
· There is a big difference from believing the God of the Bible exists and using laws from that Bible to write the laws of the nation, and being a nation whose God is the LORD
· The first option borrows rational laws from the Bible
· The second is total submission to God as our Lord and Master
· The CHURCH is the only “NATION” in the world whose God is the LORD

· CHURCH: those who have been born into the family of God through placing their faith in and becoming a follower of Jesus Christ (John 1:12-13; 3:3-8; Ro. 10:9)

· Our identity and hope is in Jesus; Our citizenship is in heaven

· Christianity comes through personal choice.  It can never be the religion of a nation.

“God bless America” has become a worn cliché and an add-on prayer for concluding political speeches.  How can God bless a nation that has set His Word aside and become increasingly secular in its philosophy?  How can we expect God to bless us as a nation when poverty, injustice, crime and racism continue to thrive?

What would happen if God’s people could shift from “God Bless America” to “God, make us, your church, a blessing to America.”  Because of “who we are,” we have a unique opportunity to bless our nation and prompt it to achieve the values identified by the early pioneers, the early founders of the nation and the millions who have immigrated to this “land of the free.”
· Covenant Blessing from God (Genesis 12:2-3)
· Jesus declares us to be light and salt in this world (Matthew 5:13-16)

FIVE BLESSINGS THAT MAKE US A BLESSING TO OUR NATION 
1.
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO DELIGHT IN THE LAW OF THE LORD (1.1-3)

2.
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE REGARD FOR THE WEAK (41.1)

· The poor and hungry; the fetus in the womb and the senior citizen
· Inscription on the Statue of Liberty…

“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she

With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me,

I lift my lamp beside the golden door”
· Many are in poverty due to systemic limitations in our own nation

· Is concern for “the weak” a primary value for us today?
3.
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO MAINTAIN JUSTICE (106.3)

· Who constantly pursue what is right (3b)

· The LORD does more than empathize or sympathize with the oppressed:

· The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed (Psalm 103.6)

· The LORD upholds the cause of the oppressed (Psalm 146.7-10; 82:3-4)

· THE LORD DOES THESE WORKS THROUGH HIS PEOPLE
4.
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE STRENGTH IS THE LORD ALMIGHTY (84.5)

· The challenges of our world are overwhelming—a world under the evil One ((Eph. 6:10-12)
· We are children of God—

· We are Saints of God—holy people empowered by the Holy Spirit

· Model of strength grounded in our relationship with God: Daniel
(Daniel 2:20-23; Psalm 27:1)

5.
BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD (118.26)

· Initially: the king of Israel who led the people in worship

· Ultimately: Messiah, Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23; John 14:1-3)
· Presently: the church lives in the name of the LORD and represents him
These five blessings identify ways for us to be a blessing to our nation and our world.

I am proud to be an American today.  The USA is home to me and I love this nation.
MORE IMPORTANT — I AM A CITIZEN OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
· My name has been written in heaven (Luke 10:20; cf., Rev. 20:11-15; Heb. 12:22-24)

· I am a child of God and My identity is grounded in Him

· I am a disciple of Jesus and Heaven is my destiny
God’s Covenant with us declares His purpose to bless the world through his people (Ge. 12:1-3)
Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us,

to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.

Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever! Amen.
(Ephesians 3:20-21, NLT)
