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June 21, 2015: Father’s Day

Theme:
Where Is Your Faith Today?
Scripture:
Luke 8:22-25; Genesis 22:1-19; Matthew 6.9-13; Hosea 4:1-13

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth

(Psalm 57:5, 11; 108:5)
Truths from Scripture about God our Father
· In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1)

· Regardless of your theory of creation, we believe God designed and created the universe (Hebrews 11:3). 
· God designed us and our ultimate purpose is to honor and serve Him as our Father

· Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name… (Matthew 6:9)

· You shall have no other gods before me (Exodus 20:3)

· You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:29-30; Matthew 22:37; Deuteronomy 6:4-5)

· Seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness (Matthew 6.33)

· Present your bodies to God as living and holy sacrifices to him (Ro. 12:1)

It’s one thing to know about God, attend church and do religious activity, but it’s another to “know God,” cultivate your relationship with God and serve him with your whole heart.  Is there anything or any person more important in your life than God? 

Illustration: God’s test of the faith of Abraham (Gen. 22:1-19): “…Now I know that you truly fear God. You have not withheld from me even your son, your only son” (v. 12).  
Current trends in our age that dilute authentic faith in God as our heavenly Father:
(James Emery White, The Rise of the Nones: Understanding and Reaching the Religiously Unaffiliated, pp. 46-52)

· Secularization
· Secularism is a principle that separates the state from religious institutions.  It teaches that religious considerations should be excluded from civil affairs or public education.  Do not confuse this with atheism.  
· Our nation used the Bible to identify values and write laws for behavior.  But, through the years we have set the Bible aside as an ancient religious collection of writings and ignored it.  
· Marriage and religious freedom are being redefined and the church is being marginalized.
· Sexual purity and family as defined and honored in Scripture are being redefined in secular terms. 

· The sanctity of human life was never fully grasped.  Human beings were enslaved for economic promotion and the Indians were driven from their lands.  Now infants are aborted and children suffer egregious treatment.

· Now we are trying to revive these values rationally in the language of a world that does not recognize the authority of the Bible.

· Sadly, people who call themselves as Christians don’t know the stories and have not truly searched its truths for life.  Worse than overtly setting aside the Bible we ignore it as impractical, outdated and difficult to understand.
· A primary ministry of NCCN is to teach the Bible to all people in age appropriate settings

· Privatization: God is who we think God is or ought to be?
· Many followers of this trend never disappoint God because he follows their understanding of life.  There is confidence we will spend eternity in heaven because this God loves us, understands us and never expects more from us than we believe we can handle. 

· Some have developed psychoses built on low self-esteem because they can’t live up to the standards of God as they perceive him. They miss the promise of new life and the Holy Spirit that births God’s life in our hearts taught in the Bible.
·  Some are angry because people don’t submit to their understanding of God
· Pluralization: There are numerous gods or perceptions of God 

· Individuals are confronted with a staggering number of ideologies and faith options competing for their attention.
· It teaches we can pick and choose among religions and values what we think it best for us and the world.
· Christianity believes in God as revealed in Jesus and declared in Scripture
· Practicalization (personal observation)
· Be practical and be safe.

· But God calls us to covenant: “I will bless you and make you a blessing.  All people will be blessed through you.”  This is a call to mission in this world.

· Is God prompting you to a type of ministry that will stretch you and force you to rearrange your schedule or budget?  Does it call for sacrifice?

· Read Luke 8:22-25 for a call by Jesus to faith in the midst of a storm
Each of these trends ignores the Bible and the person of Jesus Christ.  They let society define God and what it means to follow Him.
Warning about people who follow these ways of believing from Hosea 4:1-13 
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth

(Psalm 57:5, 11; 108:5) 
The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13)
