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Sunday, May 31, 2015
Theme:
Genuine Christian Living

Scripture:
Colossians 3:17 (cf., 1-4, 10-17)
CHALLENGE:

(1) To graduates from one chapter of life to another…

(2) To NCCN moving to a new chapter as one congregation of God’s Church…

(3) To All Christians:

And whatever you do or say in this world,

do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks through him to God the Father

 (Colossians 3:17)
This is a stunning, life-stretching challenge in light of the

confusion, carnage and carnality of our day.
This is not a promise for safety or guaranteed success.
It’s a call to Mission in the Name of Jesus

We have glided into this call through warnings about cancers of the soul:

Sexual Immorality, Evil Desire, Greed and Anger (Col. 3:5-8).

These cancers can destroy our lives and deeply wound people we love most.
They prevent us from being a positive, holy influence on our world.

The prevention of these cancers comes from an intentional choice

to be an authentic, single-hearted follower of Jesus Christ in this world.

This call of God moves beyond a formula for a nice, safe, simple life.

God calls us to a covenant relationship with himself that makes us

priests of his grace and representatives of his Kingdom in the midst of our world.

His ancient covenant declared: “I will bless you and make you a blessing” (Genesis 12:2-3).

God calls us to extend the mission of Jesus in our world today.

EIGHT COMPONENTS FOR LIVING AS GENUINE REPRESENTATIVES OF JESUS

IN THE MIDST OF OUR CONFUSED, DARK, EVIL WORLD

from Colossians 3:10-17
1. Relish your identity as a saint (3:12)

a. God chose us to be holy women and men who belong to Him (3:12)

b. You belong to God (3:1-4)

c. Colossians 1:21-22
d. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our God (1 Cor. 6:11)
2. Put on your new nature, the life of Jesus (10a)
a. Intentionally and deliberately put on the life of Jesus so that you will be a representative of Jesus in your world throughout the day.

b. Look up, not down (see 3:1-4)

3. Be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him (10).
a. Realities of life in this world
i. We grow weary in the constant battles of daily life
ii. We are wounded by the unkind words and false accusations of others
iii. We are susceptible to being shaped in the World’s Ways of Living
iv. We substitute philosophy of life for genuine relationship with Jesus
b. Turn to Jesus and put on your new nature daily
c. We rejoice in our sufferings because suffering produces perseverance… (Romans 5:3-5)
4. Clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience (12b)
a. God in Christ is merciful, kind, humble, meek and long-suffering (Rom. 12:1; 2:4; Phil 2:5ff.; 2 Cor. 10:1; Ps. 103:8).
b. Daily put them on and cultivate them for use

c. Intentional practice each day makes them habit for times of trial

5. Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you (13a)
a. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others (13b).
b. Every human being is a finite being susceptible to failure just like you are
c. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us (Disciples Prayer, Luke 11:4)
6. Clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony (14) 
7. Let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. (15a) 
a. For as members of one body you are called to live in peace (15a).
b. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid (John 14:27)
c. Learn to step back, relax and let the Holy Spirit guide you in the way of Jesus
8. Always be thankful (15b)
These 8 instructions shape us in the likeness of Jesus and make us ministers of his grace
These qualities are not natural qualities for most of us.  They have to be put on and learned. 
DIVINE PROVISIONS FOR THIS LIFE:

· A Model: Jesus Christ

· A Manual: the Bible

· A Moderator: The Holy Spirit 

CHALLENGE As you enter a new chapter of life:
Let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts…
Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives…

And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus,

giving thanks through him to God the Father
(Colossians 3:15-17, NLT)
