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Sunday, May 3, 2015: Fifth Sunday of Easter
Theme:
“Just a Little More,” The Cancer of Greed

Scripture:
Colossians 3:5-10
Tale of “Fortune and the Beggar” by Ivan Krylov (The Moral Compass, p. 169f.)
“JUST A LITTLE MORE.”  Our “Manual for Becoming the People God Designed Us To Be” (Colossians) identifies “greed” as one of four cancers that have the potential of destroying our lives, our families, our church and our nation.  
Initial identification of these cancers (Sexual Immorality, Evil Desire, Greed and Anger) sounds rather insignificant.  We tend to trivialize them as “weaknesses” that we constantly deal with.  They are just parts of life in this world — no big deal.

But they are significant. “The anger of God is coming because of these behaviors” (3:6)

FOUR CANCERS FROM COLOSSIANS 3 THAT CAN DESTROY YOUR LIFE:
· Sexual Immorality, Evil Desire, Greed and Anger (3:5-8)
· Every human being, including Christians, is subject to these cancers.

· There is no vaccination that can make you immune to these cancers 
· They take root in your soul when ignored and spread destructively in your life
· The cause is temptation from Satan, the great deceiver, to focus in on your self
· Satan distracts you from whole-hearted worship of God and leads you to follow worldly prescriptions for satisfaction of the natural appetites and needs of your life
Greed (pleonexia), which is idolatry

· Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world (v. 5c, NLT).
· Most “things” are not evil in themselves.  

· Illustration: wine.  
· Jesus turned water into wine for a wedding

· You ought to drink a little wine for the sake of your stomach because you are sick so often (1 Timothy 5:23b, NLT).
· Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery (Eph. 5:18a)
· Money: 

· God blessed Abraham and Job with great wealth

· Jesus depended on wealthy people to finance his ministry
· For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows (1 Ti. 6:10, NLT).
· Honor the LORD with your wealth (Proverbs 3:9)
· The sin of greed is the inversion of priorities that makes things or people the “gods” in your life that drive you.  

· They push the Lord God out of his place as God in your life.  

· Instead of using them for the glory of God you expect the God of glory to bestow your desires on you for your glory.

· Greed (pleonexia) is an obsession for things that skews godly priorities 

· An insatiable desire for money, power or things distorts God’s design for your life and the health of your family or community

· Close relative: “Covetousness” (10th of the 10 Commandments)
Coveting goes beyond admiring to wanting what belongs to neighbor

· When these desires control you they become false gods to you and make you guilty of idolatry

· Idolatry:
· “Idolatry is worshiping anything that ought to be used, or using anything that ought to be worshiped” (Augustine).
· “Whatever weakens your reason, impairs the tenderness of your conscience, obscures your sense of God, takes off your relish for spiritual things, whatever increases the authority of the body over the mind, that thing is sin [an idol?] to you, however innocent it may seem in itself” (Susanna Wesley)
· Lamentations 1:9, 14
WHEN DOES “DESIRE” BECOME “GREED?”
· When the desire becomes the god that governs your life (See 1st Commandment)
· “Love of the World” (1 John 2:15-17, NLT)
·  “The World” is the way of life in this world under the rule of Satan 
· Romans 1:18-32 identifies numerous expressions of the way of the world
Sexual Immorality, Evil Desires and Greed are carcinomas to your heart and soul that will destroy you and cause you to injure others around you—primarily your family. The anger of God is coming because of these sins.  These are not trivial glitches in our lives.   
Satan tempts you to compromise your worship of and obedience to God as an irrelevant, old-fashioned philosophy.  The Bible along with history is full of stories of brokenness and destruction as people compromised God’s standards of sexuality and the use of things for life.
REMEDY FOR GREED and THE FOUR CANCERS:
· Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him (Col. 3:10).
· … give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice — the kind he will find acceptable (Romans 12:1, NLT)

· Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops … (Pro 3:9)
· God’s divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these  he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires (2 Peter 1:3-4, NIV)
