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Sunday, April 26, 2015: Fourth Sunday of Easter
Theme:
Four Deadly Cancers of the Soul (part 2)
Scripture:
Colossians 3:5-10
Our “Manual for Becoming the People God Designed Us To Be,” (Letter to the Colossians) identifies four cancers that have the potential of destroying our lives, our families, our church and our nation: sexual immorality, evil desire, greed and anger.

Initial identification of these cancers sounds rather insignificant.  We tend to trivialize them as “weaknesses” that we constantly deal with like the common cold.  They are just parts of life in this world — minor lesions — no big deal.

But they are significant.  St. Paul says that the anger of God is coming because of these behaviors (Colossians 3:6)

FOUR CANCERS FROM COLOSSIANS 3 THAT CAN DESTROY YOUR LIFE:
· Sexual Immorality, Evil Desire, Greed and Anger (3:5-8)
“Porneia,” “Epithumia,” “Pleorexia” and “Orge”
· Every human being, including Christians, is subject to these cancers.

· There is no vaccination that can make you immune to these cancers 
· They take root in your soul when ignored and spread destructively in your life
· The cause is temptation from Satan, the great deceiver, to focus in on your self
· Satan distracts you from whole-hearted worship of God and leads you to follow worldly prescriptions for satisfaction of the natural appetites and needs of your life
FOUR CANCERS

I. Sexual Immorality, impurity and lust (Porneia), last week (April 19)
II.
Evil Desire (epithumia)
· “Desire” in the Bible covers a wide range of human wants, emotions and craving for things (IDB).  It falls into one of two categories, evil or good, depending on the object of desire and the means of obtaining one’s desires.  
· The Bible presents many positive instances of desire
· Desire for a child by Hannah, (1 Samuel 1-2)
· The Psalmist reveled in long life (34.12), friends (133), prosperity (19.10), a good wife and a house full of children (128).  
· He claimed that God’s commandments were better than gold (19.10).
· We are prompted to desire gifts of service, the greatest of which is love (1 Corinthians 12:31—13:1).  
· The early Christians desired fellowship (Acts 2:42-47; 1 Thess. 2:8, 17-20)
· The Christian’s ultimate desire is for heaven (Hebrews 11:16; Phi. 1:23)
· Isaiah wrote: “My soul yearns for you, LORD, in the night; in the morning my spirit longs for you” (26:9a).
· Desire is a natural, normal, neutral aspect of our lives as humans

· Consider hierarchy of needs identified by Robert Maslow

· Physiological, safety, belonging, esteem, self-fulfillment

· Desires and needs are woven together in our earthly lives (Matthew 6:25-33_
· Desire prompts growth, discovery and achievement

· Contrast of healthy desire is apathy and indifference

· Sin comes in disobedience to God to obtain what we desire.  
· Selfishness may be the heart of this cancer (e.g., Samson, Judges 13-16)
· Desire in Colossians 3 lies between warnings of sexual immorality and greed. 
· Selfish desire leads to sexual immorality, impurity, evil, abuse, theft, violence, and other evils in the world.
· Remedy: God’s cleansing, sanctifying grace:
· Romans 12:1, give your bodies to God as living and holy sacrifice
· Titus 2:11-14 The grace of God that brings salvation…teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions and to live self-controlled, upright and holy lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good
III.
Greed (pleonexia), which is idolatry

· Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world (v. 5c, NLT).
· Greed is an obsession for things that skews godly priorities (pleonexia)

· “Covetousness” (Tenth Commandment, KJV) yearning to have someone else’s wife, employees, property, etc.
· Insatiable desire for money, power or things that distorts God’s design for your life and the health of your family or community

· When these desires control you they become false gods to you and make you guilty of idolatry

· Quotes re. Idolatry
· “Idolatry is worshiping anything that ought to be used, or using anything that ought to be worshiped” (Augustine).
· “Whatever weakens your reason, impairs the tenderness of your conscience, obscures your sense of God, takes off your relish for spiritual things, whatever increases the authority of the body over the mind, that thing is sin to you, however innocent it may seem in itself” (Susanna Wesley)
· Most “things” are not evil in themselves.  The sin is the inversion of priorities that makes them the “gods” in your life that drive you.  They push the Lord God out of his place as God in your life.  Instead of using them for the glory of God you expect the God of glory to bestow your desires on you for your glory.

· Instructions from Scripture

· You shall not have any other gods before me (Commandment #1)
· 1 John 2:15-17, NLT
Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you. For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this world. And this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But anyone who does what pleases God will live forever.
Sexual Immorality, Evil Desires and Greed are carcinomas to your heart and soul that will destroy you and cause you to injure others around you—primarily your family.  St. Paul tells us the anger of God is coming because of these sins.  These are not trivial glitches in our lives.  Satan tempts you to compromise your worship of and obedience to God as an irrelevant, old-fashioned philosophy.  The Bible is full of stories of brokenness and destruction as people compromised God’s standards of sexuality and the use of things for life.
REMEDY FOR THESE CANCERS:
· Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him (Col. 3:10).
· Dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him (Romans 12:1, NLT)
· God’s divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires (2 Peter 1:3-4, NIV)
Prayer: “My Desire”  (Lillian Plankenhorn, 1946)
My desire, to be like Jesus;

My desire, to be like Him.

His Spirit fill me, His love o’er-whelm me—

In deed and word, to be like Him.
Next Week: The Cancer of Anger
