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Sunday, April 19, 2015: Third Sunday of Easter Season

Theme:
Sexual Immorality, a Deadly Virus
Scripture:
Colossians 3:5 (cf., vv. 1-10)
Overview of Instruction for Becoming the People God Designed Us To Be from 3:1-10
Provisions for resurrection life for followers of Jesus

1. You have been raised to new life with Christ (1a)

2. You died to this life and your life is hidden with Christ in God (3)

Instructions for followers of Christ

1. Set your sights (hearts and minds) on the ways of heaven (1b-2)
2. Put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you (5-9)

a. Whatever belongs to your earthly nature (NIV)

b. Whatever in you is earthly (NRSV)

Promise for followers of Christ: when Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory (4).
Warning: Four behaviors of this world that can choke out God’s gift of life (5-8)

1. Sexual impurity, impurity and lust (5b)

2. Evil desires (5b)

3. Greed (5c)

4. Anger (8)

Plea: be honest with yourselves and with each other (9-10): 

1. You have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds (9).
2. You have put on your new nature, the nature of Christ (10a)
3. You are being renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him (10b).
In verses 5-8 St. Paul warns us of the virus of sin in this world that corrupts life and robs us of the joys God designed in our creation. 
The fall of Adam and Eve corrupted their relationship with God, with each other, with creation and with themselves.  Most, if not all, of the “sins” identified in Scripture are a corruption of the good things God gave us as gifts.

Due to selfishness we miss God’s true design for us: 

· Sexuality created beautiful is corrupted by immorality, lust and evil desires

· Desire is corrupted by greed and covetous idolatry

· Individuality is corrupted by anger, rage, malice, etc.

Pleasure is not evil.  Pleasure on steroids dominating life and blinding us to one another is a source of destruction, crime and evil.  
Now Paul also warns us that the anger of God is coming because of these behaviors (6).

Call of God to Judah through Jeremiah (7:5-7)
FOCUS ON THE VIRUS OF SEXUAL IMMORALITY (Colossians 3:5)
“Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires.”

· Our sexuality is part of our creation and God called all of his creation “super good” (Genesis 1:31)

· Men and women are intended to complement one another and to take pleasure in one another.  Sexual attraction is a natural part of life.

· God provided for the full expression of this in marriage (Genesis 1:27; 2:18-22; 1 Corinthians 11:11).
· One writer identifies sexual intimacy as “The Sacrament of Marriage”

· Song of Songs (a.k.a., …of Solomon) celebrates the beauty of sex in a loving context. 
· Plan to focus on Christian Marriage and family late spring or early summer
· Sexual immorality, impurity and lust are perversions of God’s design

· “Sinful, earthly things” of verse 5 refer to ways of this world or sin

· Old Ways of this world or our “earthly nature.”
· Perversions of Sexuality as identified as sin in the Bible 

· Adultery (Exodus 20:14; Deut. 5:18; Hebrews 13:4)
· Extramarital sex or sex outside of marriage (dictionary)

· Synonyms: infidelity, disloyalty, betrayal, deceitfulness and unfaithfulness

· Sexual adultery generally starts with emotional affairs (i.e., emotional attachment that erodes commitment to one’s spouse)
· Lust, Matthew 5:27-28; Ephesians 4:19; 5:3; 1 Peter 4:3
· Pornography (sexual immorality from “porneia”)
· Prostitution, Leviticus 19:29

· Homosexuality, Romans 1:26-27; Genesis 19:4-7; Leviticus 18:22

· Sexual perversion will be punished, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Revelation 21:8; 22:15

· Abstinence is possible, Matthew 19:10-12; 1 Corinthians 7:1, 5

· Sexual perversion can be cleansed, 1 Corinthians 6:11
Summary from 1 Corinthians 6:9-12, NLT
Future Topics: The viruses of Evil Desire, Greed and Anger

Ultimate Objective: Becoming the People God Designed Us To Be

Conclusion (Colossians 3:1-4)
