Sunday, March 22, 2015
Theme:
Obedience to God
Scripture: 
John 12:20-36; Hebrews 5:7-9; 9:11-15
Those who love their life in this world will lose it.

Those who care nothing for their life in this world will keep it for eternity.
Anyone who wants to serve me must follow me,

because my servants must be where I am.

And the Father will honor anyone who serves me.
(Jesus, John 12:25-26, NLT)

The chief and highest end of man is to glorify God, and fully to enjoy Him forever

(Westminster Larger Catechism, 1640)

Questions:

· What is God’s specific purpose for you?  What does God have in mind for you?

· What is God’s plan for his church and his people in the world within His Purposes?

· What is God’s plan for NCCN as one congregation of his church in this West Shore area of greater Harrisburg?

Sometimes we think we know what God wants.  Sometimes we grasp the ideas we have about the future for our families, our world and each one of us.  Experience tells me that as circumstances and society change, God shifts His methods.  Plans are projected in escalating terms: Today, Mid-Range, Long-Term…  Purpose remains constant.  

God’s purposes remain the same.  God desires that all people would be saved and come to know the truth (2 Ti. 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9).

I hear God speaking to us today:

· If you obey me and do whatever I command you, then you will be my people, and I will be your God.’  I say this so I can fulfill my purpose through you in this world (adaptation of Jeremiah 11:1-5)
· Anyone who wants to serve me must follow me, because my servants must be where I am. And the Father will honor anyone who serves me (John 12:26)

Today I invite you to think about the role of OBEDIENCE BY JESUS TO GOD using the story we read from St. John’s account of Jesus in the Bible.

Purpose of Jesus’ earthly ministry

· To announce the Kingdom of God (Mark 1:14-15, NIV).

· To give his life as a ransom for our sins (Mark 10:45, Romans 3)

· To reveal God to us (John 1:14).

· To model what God designed us to be as human beings created in His image

· He is the standard for Christian maturity (Ephesians 4:11-13)

· Christians are disciples of Jesus (Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 2:42-47)
· Jesus was obedient to the Father even to his death

· Popularity was growing

·  “Purpose” looked to the future and the Plan of God

· Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains alone. But its death will produce many new kernels—a plentiful harvest of new lives (24).
· Jesus could stay, commandeer an army and do miracles but these actions were temporal and local.
· God’s plan was looking ahead to 2015 and beyond
· God was initiating a new movement of His Kingdom in the world that would weave its way through all the kingdoms of this world and subversively transform the world.  
· This is God’s design for the church, his church, in the world (Matthew 16:18)
· Jesus had to learn obedience (Hebrews 5:8-9; Luke 2:52)
· Jesus’ obedience included suffering (John 12:27-28, 31; Mark 14:32-36)
· Jesus’ obedience defeated Satan
· The time for judging this world has come, when Satan, the ruler of this world, will be cast out (John 12:31)
· The crucifixion was a battle between forces of sin and righteousness
· Satan drove the crucifixion process.
· The “authority people” were pawns in a bigger battle.
· Satan appeared to be winning as Jesus was nailed to a cross and buried in a tomb.
· Crucifixion and Burial opened the door to the unexpected: Resurrection
· Jesus obeyed knowing the people would not understand him (12:36)
· Obedience made Jesus the perfect sacrifice for our sins
· Hebrews 9:11-15
· Romans 3:21-26
· Obedience by Jesus opened the way to citizenship in the Kingdom of Heaven and the family of God for you and me today (John 12:32; Hebrews 5:9)
Application Questions:

· What is God’s specific purpose for you?

· What is God’s plan for his church and his people in the world?

· What is God’s plan for NCCN?

· What challenge and call of God is prompting struggle for you today?
Message for us today:
“Put your trust in the light while there is still time;

then you will become children of the light”

(John 12:36)
