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Sunday, March 8, 2015

Theme:
Becoming the People God Designed Us To Be

Topic:

Set Your Hearts and Minds on Heaven
Scripture
Colossians 3:1-4; Revelation 21:22-26
Video: 

baggage.mov

Since you have been raised to new life with Christ (see 2:12-13),

set your sights on the realities of heaven,

where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand.

2 Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth.

3 For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God.

4 And when Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the whole world,

you will share in all his glory 

(Colossians 3:1-4, NLT).
“The Realities of Heaven” / “Things Above”
Is this a call for dreaming about escape from earth with its responsibilities and evils?

OR

Does it say something about how we live today?

Do we seek to be “good,” or “Holy,” so we can go to heaven some day?

Or does it say something about what God is doing NOW?

What makes Heaven, Heaven?

(Allow congregation responses)
Vision of Heaven from Revelation 21:22-26

· The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple (22).
· The glory of God illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its light (23).
· The nations will walk in its light, and the kings of the world will enter the city in all their glory (24).
· There is no night (evil?) there (25).
·  All the nations will bring their glory and honor into the city (26).
·  Nothing evil will be allowed to enter, nor anyone who practices shameful idolatry and dishonesty (27a)
· Its citizens are those registered in the Lamb’s Book of Life (27b).
This vision of heaven points to a city under the lordship of Jesus Christ.

· Heaven is more than a reward for doing nice things in this life.

· Heaven is an eternal destiny for those who have followed Jesus as their Lord.
· The key to reception into this kingdom is our faith in Jesus as Lord

· God has given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12, NLT)

· See Revelation 20:11-15

· Key Questions for every human being as we face God:
· What we did do with the light and insight God gave us (Ro. 1:18-20)?

· Did we honestly seek and do God’s will? (Matthew 7:13-14, 21)

· If you resist belief in and submission to Jesus as Lord today, what makes you think you want to live in a city under His Lordship in the future?

Jesus taught that the “Kingdom of Heaven” is present now.

· Later on, after John was arrested, Jesus went into Galilee, where he preached God’s Good News. “The time promised by God has come at last! The Kingdom of God is near! Repent of your sins and believe the Good News!” (Mark 1:14-15)
· Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, “The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, “Her it is,” or “There it is,” because the kingdom of God is within you (Luke 17:20-21)
· Jesus taught us to pray: “let your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”
So what does it mean to “Set your hearts and minds on heaven, things above?”
· Heaven as destiny beyond death:
· Jesus did teach about a heaven in the future (Matthew 24)
· The Scripture does teach a resurrection to the Kingdom of Heaven (1 Co. 15)
· Living as citizens of heaven in this life

· “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” (Jesus, Matthew 6:33)
· Present your bodies to God as living sacrifices that are holy and acceptable to God (Romans 12:1).
· Guidelines for kingdom living are summarized in 3:5—4:6
· Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
test me and know my anxious thoughts.
Point out anything in me that offends you, 
and lead me along the path of everlasting life (Psalm 139:23-24, NLT)
· God will confront us and calls us to maturation and growth in character:.  We grow as we address these confrontations by God.

· Recall baggage in life: behavior patterns, ways of thinking, distorted priorities, bigotry, bitterness, etc.

· New challenges at various stages of life

· Disappointments and encounters with evil

What does it mean to set your sights on the realities of heaven or seek things above where Christ is seated at the right hand of God?  It is a call to live daily as a follower of Jesus Christ.
Next week: take charge of your thinking (Colossians 3:1-4)

