PAGE  
2

Sunday, March 1, 2015
Theme:
Becoming the People God Designed Us To Be

Topic:

Authentic Christianity Is Grounded and Centered In Christ Jesus
Scripture:
Colossians 2:8-10 (cf., 1:9—2: 23)
Questions:

· Do you ever get so busy with the work of church that you lose sight of the why and want to quit?
· Do you get so overwhelmed with your responsibilities to friends and church that you forget that God is the One we ultimately serve?

· Does duty to God, church, family, etc., drown out joy and walk with God?
· Does stress blind you to the beauties of spouse and family?

· Does anger with self, job or politics blind you to the peace God?

Christians, God has birthed the life of Heaven into each one of us

and is shaping us to be the persons He designed us to be.

The One who Raised Jesus from the dead

has forgiven our sins and granted us new life by the gift of the Holy Spirit.

He has made us a new creation and is shaping us in the likeness of Jesus.

Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense

that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world,

rather than from Christ.  For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. 
So you also are complete through your union with Christ,

who is the head over every ruler and authority. 
(Colossians 2:8-10, NLT)
Paul’s concern in Colossians is for Christians getting distracted from their faith in Christ due to the pressure of philosophies of the day and empty religious rituals of tradition.
We generally think of “blatant sins” as stumbling blocks to Christians.  Sins like 
sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, etc. (Galatians 5:19-21).
St. Paul identified four Traditions that were distracting young Christians from faith in Christ are identified in Colossians 2.  I wonder if they are still distractions for more mature Christians in the 21st Century A.D
1. Hollow and deceptive philosophies depending on human tradition rather than Scripture (8)

a. religious ideas not grounded in Scripture

2. Hollow and deceptive philosophies depending Spiritual powers and basic principles of this world (8)

a. Mediating angel-powers or spiritual manifestations supposed to be intermediates between a God who was holy and the world that was essentially and necessarily evil. (International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, BibleHub.com)
b. The Mystery Religions that included numerous practices and beliefs similar to the Occult: demons, fortunetellers, séances, curses, etc. 

3. Religious traditions of foods to be avoided, religious festivals, holy days, new moon celebrations and Sabbath days [Jewish traditions] (16)

a. These traditions have value for remembering the works of God in history and creation but cannot save or transform us

b. They are shadows of Christ

c. Illustration: Sabbath days 

i. They were established so people would step aside from the routines of life and re-center their faith in the Lord as God. 

ii. Jesus taught that God made the Sabbath for our use to remember and worship God rather than another rule to follow.

iii. Why do you (or don’t you) maintain the Lord’s Day as Sabbath?

d. What does this say about our practice of Lent

4. False humility, pious self-denial, worship of angels claiming visions of heaven, etc.

a. These practices are not connected with Christ who is the head of the church (i.e., the body of Christ] (18-19)

b. The purpose of many of these practices were to appease the gods

c. Some of these religions taught that life was predetermined by the gods 
i. Fortune tellers and angels could reveal the future

ii. “Humility” and “self-denial” accepted fate and place in life
d. See 1 Timothy 4:1-5

Contrast these influences with the transforming, life-giving grace of God proclaimed in chapters 1 and 2 of Colossian (1:9-22 and 2:6-23)

Jesus makes the difference
· God has come to us in Christ Jesus to save us from sin and restore us to His design
· God grants the Holy Spirit to live in us to walk with us through life (John 14:15-17)
· The LORD is my shepherd who leads me in paths of righteousness (Psalm 23)
· God is progressively shaping us in the likeness of Jesus (2 Cor. 3:17-18
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