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Sunday, February 22, 2015
Theme:
Becoming the People God Designed Us To Be

Topic:

Religious Distractions to Life-Giving Union with Christ

Scripture:
Colossians 2:6-23; Romans 8:28-39
And we know that God causes everything to work together

for the good of those who love God

and are called according to his purpose for them.
(Romans 8:28, NLT)

What if this is true?  Do we live like this is true?

I get blinded by life and the stresses of life and forget this promise.

We have been identifying the provisions of God for victorious Christian living through our faith in Christ Jesus as we have been studying the letter to the Colossians since last fall.  I have identified this letter as “A Manual for Becoming All God Designed Us to Be.”

Review six claims of what God has done for us as we place our faith in Christ Jesus:

1. We are complete through our union with Christ (Colossians 2:9)
2. Christ has cut away our sinful nature (2:11-12)
3. God made us alive with Christ (2:13-14)
4. God forgave all our sins and canceled the record of the charges against us (2:13-14)
5. God disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross (2:15)
6. We have died with Christ, and he has set us free from the spiritual powers of this world (2:20; c.f., Galatians 5:1-14; Ephesians 2:4-10)
In light of these provisions, what distracts us from faith in Christ Jesus as Lord and defeats us?  

St. Paul identified some traditions that were distracting young Christians from faith in Christ in this second chapter of Colossians. 

· Hollow and deceptive philosophies depending human tradition (8)

· Many of the philosophies taught moral values that were similar to values of Judeo-Christian values: peace, love, etc.

· But most taught that god(s) were temperamental and not of this world. 
· They had to be appeased by special offerings and sacrifices. 
· Humans had to escape the bonds of earth through a special wisdom
· Spiritual powers and basic principles of this world (8)

· Mediating angel-powers or spiritual manifestations supposed to be intermediates between a God who was holy and the world that was essentially and necessarily evil. (International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, BibleHub.com)
· The Mystery Religions that included numerous practices and beliefs similar to the Occult: demons, fortunetellers, séances, curses, etc. 

· Religious traditions of foods to be avoided, religious festivals, holy days, new moon celebrations and Sabbath days [Jewish traditions] (16)

· These traditions have value for remembering the works of God in history and creation but do not save or transform us

· They are shadows of Christ

· Illustration: Sabbath days.  

· They were established so people would step aside from the routines of life and re-center their faith in the Lord as God. 

· Jesus taught that God made the Sabbath for our use rather than making us to observe Sabbath.

· False humility, pious self-denial, worship of angels claiming visions of heaven, etc.

· These practices are not connected with Christ who is the head of the church [i.e., the body of Christ] (18-19)

· Illustration: Fasting, even for Lent

The religious traditions and theories in Asia Minor in the first century A.D. sound similar to life today.  Stumbling blocks for Christians in our world today:

· Old, Religious Ways of thinking not based on Scripture

· Folk theology influenced by good intentions rather than Scripture

· Confusion between traditions and practices of ministry or worship and sound doctrine
· Unrealistic expectations: God will protect me from all suffering

· Patterns of thought learned in childhood 

· Destructive habits: substance abuse, behaviors, ways of thinking

· Ignorance of God’s provisions

· Ignorance about the Bible and what it really says

· Doubt regarding the authority and authenticity of the Scripture as the Word of God
· Intimidation by the world around us (Romans 12:2)

· Drive for security and pleasure

But lets return to our text for today: “in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body and you … are complete through your union with Christ” (Col. 2:9-10).  

A major difference between Christianity and the Religions of the world is in Jesus Christ.

· God has come to us in Christ Jesus to save us from sin and restore us to His design

· God grants the Holy Spirit to live in us to walk with us through life (John 14:15-17)

· The LORD is my shepherd who leads me in paths of righteousness (Psalm 23)

· God is progressively shaping us in the likeness of Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:17-18)
Conclusion: The Victory God Promises Followers of Christ Jesus, Romans 8:31b-39, NLT
