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Sunday, February 1, 2015
Theme:
Becoming the People God Designed Us to Be

Scripture:
Colossians 2:6-23
YOU ARE COMPLETE THROUGH YOUR UNION WITH CHRIST…
(Colossians 2:10, NLT)
YOU HAVE BEEN MADE COMPLETE IN CHRIST…
(Colossians 2:10, NASB)
Ten Radical Declarations for Followers of Jesus Christ from Colossians 2:
1. We are rooted in Christ (7)
2. We are built up in Christ (7)
3. We have been strengthened in our faith in Christ (7)
4. We are overflowing with thankfulness (7)
5. We are complete through our union with Christ (9)
6. Christ has cut away our sinful nature (11)
7. God made us alive with Christ (13-14)
8. God forgave all our sins and canceled the record of the charges against us (13-14)
9. God disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross (15)

10. We have died with Christ, and he has set us free from the spiritual powers of this world (20)
What would our lives and our church be like if these declarations were true?

What would our lives and our church be like if we really believed these declarations?
Many believe the purpose of this letter written to the Colossians is identified in chapter two, verses 6-23.  The Christians in Colosse were becoming confused about their new faith in Christ by the influence of Jews and the mystic religions of the area and their religious traditions.  They were getting distracted from faith in Christ through religious practices and expectations of neighbors in Colosse.

John Wesley introduction to this letter (One Volume New Testament Commentary)
It seems the Colossians were now in danger of being seduced by those who strove to blend Judaism, or heathen superstitions, with Christianity; pretending that God, because of His great majesty, was not to be approached but by the mediation of angels; and that there were certain rites and observances, chiefly borrowed from the Law, whereby those angels might be made our friends.

In opposition to them, the apostle (1) commends the knowledge of Christ, as more excellent than all other, and so entire and perfect that no other knowledge was necessary for a Christian. He shows (2) that Christ is above all angels, who are only His servants; and that, being reconciled to God through Him, we have free access to Him in all necessities.

This declaration of our wholeness in Christ prompted five imperatives by St. Paul

· Continue to follow Christ Jesus as your Lord (6)

· Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that come from human thinking and the spiritual powers of this world (8)

Mediating angel-powers or spiritual manifestations supposed to be intermediates between a God who was holy and the world that was essentially and necessarily evil. (International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, BibleHub.com)
· Don’t let anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, or for not celebrating certain holy days or new moon ceremonies or Sabbaths (16)

· Don’t let anyone condemn you by insisting on pious self-denial or the worship of angels, saying they have had visions about these things (18)
· Don’t keep on following the rules of the world, such as, “Don’t handle! Don’t taste! Don’t touch!” These rules may seem wise because they require strong devotion, pious self-denial, and severe bodily discipline. But they provide no help in conquering a person’s evil desires (20-23).
St. Paul is telling us to be careful about being fooled by nice sounding religious practices or theories that miss the true provisions of God through Christ Jesus for our sanctification.
These four “don’t instructions” reflect theories of spirituality that miss the provisions of God for us:

· We earn God’s favor by our good works

· We become holy through good deeds

· We can only overcome our sinful, earthly nature by human effort

· We are doomed to struggle until we get to heaven

Call for works and striving in the Bible: Hebrews 12:14; James 2:26; Philippians 2:12; 3:13
But lets return to our text for today: “in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body and you … are complete through your union with Christ” (Col. 2:9-10).  See Hebrews 10:14; Galatians 5:1-14; Ephesians 2:4-10
A major difference between Christianity and the Religions of the world is in Jesus Christ.

· God grants the Holy Spirit to us to walk with us through life

· The LORD is my shepherd who leads me in paths of righteousness (Psalm 23)

· God is progressively shaping us in the likeness of Jesus
We don’t do good works to earn God’s love, favor and salvation.  He already loves us. God saves us from sin that we might live in harmony with him, enjoy Him and do the works He designed us to live.  See Deuteronomy 7:6.
Because he loves us and wants us to work with him to expand His Kingdom in this world God is leading every one of us in growth in some area of our lives.  God desires to work through you and me to touch people in this world.
Conclusion: Colossians 2:8-10
