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Sunday, February 8, 2015
Theme:
Becoming the People God Designed Us To Be
Topic:

How to Avoid or Correct D.R.I.F.T.




Persevere in Your Faith in Christ Jesus as Lord (4)

Scripture:
Colossians 1:21—2:7; Job 23:2-12; 19:25-27

Last Week: “Don’t drift away…” with story of Solomon as an illustration 
(1 Kings 1-11; 2 Chronicles 1-9; Ecclesiastes)
D – Distraction from following Jesus as Lord
R – Rationalization of Sin and Refusal to Repent

I – Intentional Sin

F – Fake Front

T – Treasuring [worshipping] Someone or Something more than God (i.e., Idolatry)
This Week: How do we avoid or correct “D.R.I.F.T.?”


Stand Firm in your Faith in Christ Jesus as you face the storms of life.

1. Clarify your Faith in God as your Lord, Redeemer and hope

a.  Now choose life… the LORD is your life (Deut. 30:19-20, NIV)
b. “Choose this day who you will serve” (Joshua 24:14-15, NRSV) 

c. Temptation: 

i. Narcissism that brags on self or grovels in self-pity

ii. Entitlement: God owes me

iii. Compromise: doing what seems right to me (Judges 17:6)
In those days Israel had no king; all the people did whatever seemed right in their own eyes (cf., 2:10-15).

d. Choose to place your faith in Christ Jesus as your Lord (Jesus, Matt. 7:13-14)
2. Center Your Faith in Jesus Daily

a. Personal prayer and Bible reading that draws you to God

b. Guard your heart for it is the wellspring of life (Proverbs 4:23, cf. vv. 23-27)

c. You [God] will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you! (Isaiah 26:3, NLT)

d. Jesus: “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32)

3. Confess Sin and temptation to sin as soon as you are aware of it

a. If we confess our sins God is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9)

b. All disobedience is sin (1 John 5:17).  We are accountable when we become aware of our sin.

c. Illustration: David’s sins and confession (2 Samuel 11-12; Psalm 51)

d. Confess D.R.I.F.T. and distraction

e. Confess brokenness, fear, disappointment

4. Cultivate Community

a. Practice Sabbath with Public worship: be reminded that the LORD is God

i. Step away from the routine of life

ii. Join fellow believers in intentional worship

b. Small group for prayer support and opportunity to discuss Christian life

c. Spiritual Friendship

5. Contribute to the needs of others

a. Ministry to one another in the fellowship of believers 

i. Build one another up in the faith (Ephesians 4:12-13)
ii. Encourage one another daily (Hebrews 3:13; 10:12)
b. Mission to People in Your Communities: “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39; 25:31-46; Romans 13:8-10)

6. Commit your way to God (Romans 12:1)

a. Present yourself to God as a living sacrifice, holy and presentable to God (Romans 12:1)

b. … present your members [body and mind] as slaves to righteousness for sanctification (Romans 6:19c, NRSV)
c. if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me, says the LORD… (Jeremiah 29:13b-14a, NRSV)
Illustration of “Standing Firm in Faith in God”: Job
· Job was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil (1:1, 8)

· Loss and suffering (chapters 1-2):
· Confession of bitterness, feelings of abandonment and assertion of faith in God (23:2-6, 8-12, NIV)

· Declarations of Faith (12:13; 13:18; 19:25-27)
· Epilogue, Job lived 140 years after that, living to see four generations of his children and grandchildren. Then he died, an old man who had lived a long, full life (42:10)
See also Job 42:10-17; James 5:11; Hebrews 10:36-39
How do we enact this faith of Job?  A proverb from King Solomon (Proverbs 3:5-6):
Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;

In all your ways submit to him and he will make your paths straight (NIV)

Prayer from D Bonhoeffer:

Lord Jesus Christ, You were poor and in distress, a captive and forsaken as I am. 

You know all man’s troubles; You abide with me when all men fail me; 

You remember and seek me; It is your will that I should know you and turn to you. 

Lord, I hear your call and follow; Help me.
Conclusion:

Don’t drift away from the assurance you received when you heard the Good News.
And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him.  

Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him.

Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught,


and you will overflow with thankfulness (Colossians 1:21-23; 2:6-7, NLT).
