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Sunday, February 1, 2015
Theme:
Becoming the People God Designed Us To Be
Topic:

Continue in Your Faith in Christ Jesus as Lord (3)
Stand Firm in the Truth of Your Salvation

Scripture:
Colossians 1:21—2:7; 
Video: Change the World.wmv
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, at one time you were far away from God.
You were his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions.

But now God has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ…
As a result, he has brought you into his own presence,

and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single fault.

But you must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it.
Don’t drift away from the assurance you received when you heard the Good News.
And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord,

you must continue to follow him.  
Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him.

Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught,

and you will overflow with thankfulness
(Colossians 1:21-23; 2:6-7, NLT)

Current Reality in this Text

· God has reconciled you to Himself

· God has brought you into His own presence

· You are holy and blameless as you stand before Him without a single fault

Current Instruction

· You must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it

· Don’t drift away from the assurance you received when you heard the Good News

· You must continue to follow Christ Jesus as your Lord

· Let your roots grow down into Him

· Build your life on him

Promise: 
Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, 
and you will overflow with thankfulness

Today and Next Week:
Warning about drift from faith in Christ Jesus as Lord

and invitation to cultivate your faith in Christ Jesus

in a way that makes you a vibrant follower of Jesus in all of life.
Two stories from the Bible of men who knew about God and were very wealthy.

The conclusions of their stories, however, are very different.

1. Story of drift and loss: King Solomon

2. Story of loss, suffering and redemption: Job

Story of drift: Solomon (1 Kings 1—11; 2 Chronicles 1—9; Ecclesiastes)
· Solomon is often portrayed as the wisest and wealthiest man of his day
· Wealth: 2 Chronicles 9:22-24

· Wisdom: credited as author of Proverbs

· His epitaph: “Meaningless, Meaningless!  Everything is Meaningless!” (Ecclesiastes 1.2; 2.11; 12.8)
· Story of Drift (Ecclesiastes)
· Bored with life he pursued a study of philosophy to find “meaning” and purpose but came up empty.  

· He pursued pleasure, the arts, gardening, wealth and hard work but found life hollow

· He “discovered that God has dealt a tragic existence to the human race” and that “everything going on under the sun…is all meaningless—like chasing the wind” (Eccl. 1:13-14).

· His conclusion: Fear God and obey his commands, for this is everyone’s duty. God will judge us for everything we do, including every secret thing, whether good or bad (12.13-14).

· Solomon’s Failure, 1 Kings 11:1-13.  Solomon allowed his wives to turn his heart away from serving God.

Instruction from our text: “Don’t drift away from the assurance Solomon illustrates for us the danger of “DRIFT.”
(idea from Derwin L. Gray, “Just Marinating Blog,” January 2015)

· D – distraction from Jesus and His Gospel

· We allow the good gifts God gives us to become more satisfying than Jesus himself.  Illus: ministry success, job, influence, wealth, power, pleasure
· We fail to grow in our “union life” in Jesus.

· We try to establish an identity based on things we do, instead of the purpose and mission of Jesus
· I've allowed routine and traditions to distract me. I'm so focused, doing everything that needs to be done, trying not to do anything extra, that even spending time with Jesus becomes the "extra" that I don't have time for. And because I don't "have time" to improve my spiritual health and focus on my Center, I become even more tired. It's this cycle that I seem stuck in sometimes. Over and over again I resolve to spend time with God, but over and over again I just don't.
· R – Rationalization for Sin and a refusal to Repent
· Pride crushes ideas of “dependence” on God and drives us to self-pity
· Self-Pity rationalizes our need of a break from responsibility
· Repentance, turning from self to follow Jesus as our Lord, is too hard
· I – intentional disobedience
· We seek to satisfy our needs at any price
· Illustrations: work, pornography, pleasing people, sex, food, self-sufficiency, dishonesty
· “Just leave me alone…”
· F – Fake Front 
· We stop being honest with our spouse, family, friends, bosses, small group community, pastor
· We withdraw from public worship and ministry to others
· We become numb and plastic—Fake front
· T – Treasuring something or someone more than Jesus
· The human heart is made for worship
· Jesus teaches us that the true issues of life come from the heart
· People caught in the clutches of “D.R.I.F.T.” turn to worship people or things that ultimately hurt themselves and the people they love.
· If you are not worshipping God, you are worshipping something or someone else.
· We all worship something or someone.  
· Where is your worship centered today?
Summary: D.R.I.F.T

VIDEO: Confession Starter.mov

Story: Standing Firm in One’s Faith in the Face of Hardship, suffering and loss: Job
· Loss and suffering:

· Terrorists raided his farm, killed his servants and stole his herds

· A storm demolished a house where his children were having a party and killed them.
· Disease incapacitated his ability to work

· His wife in bitterness lashed out at him.

· His friends tried to convince him that the disasters were the consequence of sin in his life and that God has punishing him.

· But as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and he will stand upon the earth at last. And after my body has decayed, yet in my body I will see God! I will see him for myself. Yes, I will see him with my own eyes. I am overwhelmed at the thought! (19:25-27)

· Job lived 140 years after that, living to see four generations of his children and grandchildren. Then he died, an old man who had lived a long, full life (42:16)

How do we correct or avoid “D.R.I.F.T.”?
· Center Your Faith in Jesus Daily

· Personal prayer and Bible reading that draws you to God

· Guard your heart for it is the wellspring of life (Proverbs 4:23)

· To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32)

· Clarify your Faith in God as your Lord, Redeemer and hope
· Job: “I know that my redeemer lives…”

· Avoid spiritual narcissism that brags on self or grovels in self-pity

· Confess Sin and temptation to sin as soon as you are aware of it
· If we confess our sins God is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9)

· Confess D.R.I.F.T. and distraction

· Confess brokenness, fear, disappointment

· Cultivate Community

· Public worship: be reminded that the LORD is God

· Small group for prayer support and opportunity to discuss Christian life

· Spiritual Friendship

· Contribute to the needs of others

· Ministry to one another in the fellowship of believers 

· Build one another up in the faith (Ephesians 4:12-13)
· Encourage one another daily (Hebrews 10:12)
· Mission to People in Your Communities who Need Help: “Love your neighbor as yourself”

· Commit your way to God (Romans 12:1)

· Present yourself to God as a living sacrifice, holy and presentable to God

· Since we have these promises…let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God (2 Corinthians 7:1, NIV)

Summary from Solomon, Proverbs 3:5-6

Conclusion
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, at one time you were far away from God.
You were his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions.

But now God has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ…

As a result, he has brought you into his own presence,

and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single fault.

But you must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it.
Don’t drift away from the assurance you received when you heard the Good News.
And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord,

you must continue to follow him.  
Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him.

Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught,

and you will overflow with thankfulness

(Colossians 1:21-23; 2:6-7, NLT)

