PAGE  
3

Sunday, January 25, 2015
Theme:
Becoming the People God Designed Us To Be
Topic:

A Faith that Gives Strength for Today and Hope for Tomorrow:

Continue in Your Faith in Christ Jesus as Lord
Scripture:
Colossians 2:6-7 (cf., 1:21—2:7); John 6
I Invite You Today to a  Faith in Christ Jesus 
that Gives Strength for Each Day and Hope for Tomorrow
And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord,

you must continue to follow him.  
Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him.

Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught,

and you will overflow with thankfulness
(Colossians 2:6-7, NLT)

Faith in Christ Jesus as Lord when all is going well
making your feel euphoric and successful;

And when everything seems to be falling apart

and you feel klutzy, lonely and overwhelmed with life
Invitation to Faith in Christ Jesus as Lord

1. This Faith chooses daily to follow Jesus Christ as your Lord

a. “Continue to follow Jesus just as you accepted him as your Lord”

b. A key to “accepting Jesus as Lord” is repentance

2. Let your roots grow down into him

a. A root is the part of a plant that grows underground, gets water from the ground and holds the plant in place; it is the cause or source of something (Merriam-Webster Dictionary)
b. Be Rooted in Christ for sustenance and stability 

3. Build your lives on him

a. No one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11, NIV)
b. Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock
 (Jesus, Matthew 7:24)
Product / Promise? Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness

This instruction about faith in Christ Jesus as Lord draws us to a claim by Jesus

to be “The Bread of Life” and the source of Eternal Life for all who believe.

I am the Bread of Life.

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again.

Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.
It is my Father’s will that all who see his Son and believe in him

should have eternal life.

I will raise them up at the last day.
(John 6:35, 40, NLT)
The story behind this teaching of Jesus is His miracle of feeding 5,000 people with five biscuits and 2 sardines.  The story is recorded in all four of the accounts of Jesus in the New Testament.  Jesus’ claim about being the bread of life is recorded in John 6.

John tells us the people wanted to see more miracles.  Jesus redirected the conversation from common bread to spiritual bread that gives eternal life.  This is spiritual life that guides us in daily living as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven.  It is life that keeps us focused in the midst of confusion and holds us steady in the storms of life. He also taught them that he was the bread of life and they received eternal life by believing in him.
Summary of the conversation:

People: When did you get here? How did you get here?
Jesus:  You want to see miracles (25-27)

· But don’t be so concerned about perishable things like food. 
· I have a gift more significant than a fish sandwich.  My gift is eternal life.
· Spend your energy seeking the eternal life that the Son of Man can give you (27)
People: “We want to perform God’s works, too. What should we do?” (28)

Jesus: the only work God wants from you is to believe in the one he has sent (29)

People: Show us a miraculous sign if you want us to believe in you. What can you do? (30)

Jesus: God offers you the true bread of heaven (33)

People: give us that bread every day (34)

Jesus: I am the bread of life (35-40)

· Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again. Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty
· I will never reject those the Father draws to follow me
· God does not want to lose any person who turns to follow me
· I will raise you up at the last day
· It is my Father’s will that all who see his Son and believe in him should have eternal life. I will raise them up at the last day.”
People: Then the people began to murmur in disagreement because he had said, “I am the 
bread that came down from heaven.” They said, “Isn’t this Jesus, the son of Joseph? We know his father and mother. How can he say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” (41-42)
Jesus: I am the bread of Life! Anyone who believes in me has eternal life (47-51)

· Anyone who eats the bread from heaven will never die

· I am the living bread that came down from heaven (51)

· Anyone who eats this bread will live forever (51b)

· This bread which I offer so the world may live is my flesh (51c)

This brings us back to our invitation:

And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord,

you must continue to follow him.  
Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him.

Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught,

and you will overflow with thankfulness

(Colossians 2:6-7, NLT)
None of us have any idea of all that will happen in 2015.  

There will be dark hours and tough trials.

· Parenting? Days when everything is beautiful and days when you are confused about the right action to take. 
· Jobs? Days when everything goes smooth and days when nothing goes right.
Faith in Christ does not promise success or an easy life.  

Faith in Christ is more than a path to heaven. 

Faith in Christ plugs us into the power of heaven for engaging life.
Faith in Christ births eternal life in us.
Eternal life empowers us to live as citizens of Heaven in the middle of our world.

Comparison of Eternal Life and some Basic Components of Life
· Food does not make tasks of life easier; it fuels us to engage the tasks of life.

· Education does not make life simpler; it trains us to handle the complexities of life.

· Exercise does not make hills less steep; it conditions us to climb hills.

· Faith does not eliminate storms; it equips us to handle the storms of life.

Eternal Life does not remove the difficulties of life; it empowers us to live principles of righteousness taught by Jesus and recorded in the Bible.

In the face of an extremely difficult chapter in the history of Israel, God gave this instruction to its leader: “Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9)

I Invite You Today to a Faith in Christ Jesus that Gives Strength for Each Day and Hope for Tomorrow.
