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Sunday, January 18, 2015: Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
Theme:
Becoming the People God Designed Us To Be



Using Colossians As Our Instruction Manual
Topic:

The Key to a Blessed 2015: Continue in Your Faith in Christ Jesus
Scripture:
Colossians 1:21-2:7

We are now 18 days into 2015 and most New Years Resolutions have encountered the Routines of Life.  Good intentions for change have met the challenges of old habits and busy schedules in a complex world.  Disillusionment has drowned out the dreams of hope sung through another Christmas season. 
HOW DO WE MAKE 2015 DIFFERENT?
The Apostle pleads with us to continue believing in and following Christ Jesus as our Lord:

· But you must continue to believe this truth [about Jesus] and stand firmly in it… (Colossians 1.23)
· You must continue to follow Christ Jesus just as you accepted him as your Lord (2.6).
This call was initially written to young believers who were becoming confused by challenges to their new faith in Christ by philosophies of the religions of their region and the traditions of Judaism from which Christianity was birthed.  The excitement of the “new” was getting lost in the pressure to return to the “normal” and “familiar.”  They were tempted to return to their old habits and lifestyles.
The Apostle reminds these believers of what God had already done for them (1:21-22, 27):

· At one time you were far away from God. You were his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions. 
· But now, He has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ Jesus
· God has declared you holy and blameless as you stand before him 
· God wants you to know the riches and glory of Christ for you
The Apostle reviews his desire for them as a church:
· I want you to be encouraged and knit together by strong ties of love (2.2). 

· I want the church to have complete confidence that you understand God’s mysterious plan, which is Christ himself because in him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (2.3).

· This “mysterious plan of God” will keep you from being deceived with well-crafted arguments (2.4-5).

The Apostle identifies a critical responsibility for his readers and for us (1.23; 2.6)
· you must continue to believe this truth [about Jesus] and stand firmly in it… (NLT)
· You must continue to follow Christ Jesus as your Lord (2.6).
This instruction from 1:23 is part of a lesson about the grace of God in verses 22-23.  The instruction is a conditional clause.  God’s design and desire includes a demand to continue believing and following Jesus as Lord.
But now God has reconciled you through the physical death of Jesus to present you to himself holy, blameless and faultless if indeed you continue in the faith . . . (22-23, translation by S Grosvenor)
· God’s Design: to reconcile us to himself through Jesus

· God’s Desire: to present us to himself holy, blameless and faultless

· God’s Demand: we must continue in our faith in Christ Jesus as Lord

· Grounded in Christ

· Steadfast in our faith

· Centered in our hope in Christ

“IF YOU CONTINUE…”  The New Testament repeatedly warns us of being seduced and losing our relationship with God in the same way Adam and Eve were deceived in Eden.
· St. Paul: 
· “If you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!” (1 Cor. 10.12; cf., vv. 1-13)

· Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind (Romans 12:2)

· St. Peter:

· Therefore, my brothers and sisters, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall (2 Peter 1:10)

· I am warning you ahead of time, dear friends. Be on guard so that you will not be carried away by the errors of wicked people and lose your own secure footing. Rather, you must grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:17-18, NLT)

· Jude: “Now all glory to God, who is able to keep you from falling away and will bring you with great joy into his glorious presence without a single fault” (v. 24, NLT)

· Jesus: 

· “Keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour the Son of Man will come” (Matthew 25:13; cf. 24:42-44). Illustration: 5 maidens who missed the arrival of the bridegroom were barred from entry into the wedding feast.
· Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.’ But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s laws’ (Matthew 7:21-23).

This “falling away” is backsliding.  To backslide is to relapse into error and reject our relationship with God.  Jeremiah described it as divorcing God (chap. 31).
The Scripture teaches that every one of us will die and face the judgment (Heb. 9.27). 

Jesus warns us about being prepared for the Final Judgment at His Second Coming.  
We prepare for this judgment by confessing sins and following Jesus as our Lord today and everyday of our lives.
Backsliding is more than a mistake in judgment or confusion about direction.

We don’t lose our salvation by a single sin, mistake or error in judgment. 
(Illustration: misplacing our keys or a tool in the middle of a project)

Backsliding comes as we refuse to respond to conviction of sin by the Holy Spirit.

This is the point of the “unpardonable sin” (Matthew 12:31; Mark 3:29; 1 John 5:16)

Backsliding is the result of walking away from our relationship with God.

· Distraction by conflicting pressures and desires in everyday life.

· We quit actively cultivating our relationship with God

· Spiritual disciplines of prayer, Bible reading and worship

· We avoid worship or anything that confronts us

· We withdraw from ministry responsibility

· We rationalize guilt

· We submit to other priorities in our lives.  These are called “idols.”
· We Quit Following Jesus as Our Lord

Sin is generally identified as an act of disobedience (1 John 5:17).  

It is also a nature that contaminates our hearts and destroys us (Romans 8).

Sin kills us by degrees (William Barclay Daily Study Bible)…

1. Sin kills innocence.

“Sin deposits a tarnishing film on mind and memory that leaves a permanent, telltale residual effect. No longer are we unspoiled, pure, pristine.”

2. Sin kills ideals.

“Each sin makes the next easier, and gradually our ideals diminish and die...

i. we associate sin with horror and shun it;

ii. we sample it but afterward feel guilty;

iii. we sin often and without remorse.”

3. Sin kills the will to follow God
“At first we choose forbidden pleasures because we want to; in the end, we engage in them because we have to. Once sin becomes a habit, it is close to becoming a necessity.”

THE KEY TO A BLESSED 2015 (Colossians 1:21—2:7):
· You must continue to believe this truth [about Jesus] and stand firmly in it… (1.23)
· You must continue to follow Christ Jesus just as you accepted him as your Lord (2.6).
· Let your roots grow down into him…

· Let your lives be built on him. 
· Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness” (2:6-7).

