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Sunday, December 21, 2014: Fourth Sunday of Advent
Theme:

Becoming The People God Designed Us To Be

Topic:

Jesus Is the Gate to the Life God Designed Us to Live
Scripture:
John 1:12-13; 10:9-10
Christmas is a Christian celebration.  Its festivities include music, decorations with lights, parties, charity and giving gifts.  It is primarily a celebration of God’s gift of Himself through Jesus to us as human beings
· God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten son so that whoever believes in him might not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16)

· The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 6:23b).

Jesus identified this way of “Eternal Life” as the “Kingdom of God” and the “Kingdom of Heaven.”  The world called it “Christianity” because its citizens were followers of Jesus Christ.  
Christianity is a Religion with traditions, rules and ideals.  
More specifically, it is a way of life centered in Jesus Christ.  

Five Truths about Christianity:

Every Christian is an intentional follower of Jesus Christ

· Christians believe Jesus Christ is the Messiah of God and Lord of the world.  

· Christians are women and men who have chosen to place their faith in Jesus Christ and follow him as their Lord.

· Those who believe in him and accept him as their Lord are authorized to be called children of God, children born of God into God’s family (John 1:12-13)

· Once we were dead because of our disobedience and our many sins… But God saves us by his grace when we believe… it is a gift from God (Ephesians 2: 1, 8)

· If we were baptized as infants we must take responsibility for our own lives and confirm that gracious gift of our parents as our choice of faith
Every Christian is a saint
· Saints are people who belong to God

· Seven letters of the New Testament are addressed to the saints
· We are birthed into eternal life when we choose to believe in Jesus as our Lord
· We were redeemed from slavery to sin and given new life through Jesus—the living, enduring word of God (1 Peter 1:1-19)
· Baptism is a sacrament declaring we died to our old way of life and were raised to new life as followers of Jesus as our Lord (Romans 6: 1-11)

· We were birthed into the family of God (John 1:12-13)

· We were made a “new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
· We belong to God: 

· But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were made righteous in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God (1 Cor. 6:11)

· You are not your own, you were bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:19b-20a)
· We are His Church

Every Christian is a minister to fellow saints — the Church
· The church is the Assembly of SAINTS who have accepted the invitation from God to become active followers of Jesus Christ
· We are called to build one another up (Ephesians 4:11-13) . . .
· Until we reach unity in the faith

· Until we become like Jesus

· Illustrations of this ministry: teaching about Jesus, listening to and encouraging one another, visiting in times of hardship, deeds of kindness, praying for one another…
Every Christian is a missionary to the world

· We radiate Jesus

· You are the light of the world (Matthew 5:16)

· We are ambassadors for Christ (2 Cor. 5:17)

· We are an influence of righteousness and peace in our world
· Good neighbors showing kindness in a world of busy people

· Imitators of our Lord, Jesus Christ

· We protest against evil and injustice in the world

· We promote righteousness and peace (cf. Micah 6:8)
· We are called to make disciples of Jesus at home and throughout the world (Acts 1.8; Matthew 28:19-20)

Every Christian is a finite human being in constant need of God’s mercy

· We don’t see, hear or know everything we encounter

· Vulnerable to the forces and behaviors of the world around you

· Subject to failure, disappointment, mistakes
· God adopts us into His Church for mutual edification and encouragement

· Ephesians 4:11-13

· Hebrews 10:24-25

· God gave us the Sabbath to be reminded that He is God (Exodus 31:12-13; Ezekiel 20:12,20)

The world has always borrowed teachings and traditions of Christianity.  It even wants the ideals taught by Jesus but stops short of submitting to the Lordship of Jesus.  Jesus warned us:  
“You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The road to destruction is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it” (Matthew 7:13-14, NLT)

Jesus also taught us: 
“I am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come and go freely and will find good pastures… My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life” (John 10:9-10, NLT)

The Christmas Carol, “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” (1868) concludes with a significant prayer for our world in 2014:

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend on us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!
I invite you to personalize this prayer for yourself today:

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend on me, I pray;

I turn from sin, please enter in, be born in me today.

I’ve heard the Christmas message, the great glad tidings tell;

Christ come to me, abide with me, O Lord Emmanuel!  Amen

Have you received God’s gift of eternal through Jesus, the Christ of Christmas?

Have you made Jesus, the infant of Bethlehem story, your Savior and Lord today?

