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Sunday, December 14, 2014: Third Sunday of Advent / Communion
Theme:
Becoming The People God Designed Us To Be

Topic:

The Christ of Christmas
Scripture:
Colossians 1:15-22
CHRISTMAS

"It's The Most Wonderful Time Of The Year"
(Andy Williams)
It's The Most Wonderful Time Of The Year

With the kids jingle belling

And everyone telling you "Be of good cheer"

It's The Most Wonderful Time Of The Year
With those holiday greetings and gay happy meetings

When friends come to call
It's the hap - happiest season of all

There'll be parties for hosting; Marshmallows for toasting

And caroling out in the snow

There'll be scary ghost stories

And tales of the glories of Christmases long, long ago

There'll be much mistltoeing 
And hearts will be glowing When love ones are near

It's The Most Wonderful Time; It's The Most Wonderful Time

It's The Most Wonderful Time Of The Year
The Season is not “The Most Wonderful Time of the Year” for many people:

· Scrooge: Bah-Humbug

· Atheists: get rid of the Christian fanfare… feeling they are being force fed “religion.”
· Headlines of 2014 announce tragedy and evil:

· Ebola outbreak 
· Malaysia Flight 370
· 276 Nigerian girls kidnapped

· Israeli-Gaza conflict, 2200 killed

· ISIS Crisis,

· Journalists beheaded

· Ukraine Conflict

· Ferguson Protests

· State Trooper ambushed in PA
· Refugee children from C Amer. and immigration reform

· Sex slavery

· Those dealing with grief, depression, illness, loss of job, separation from family
Is Christmas a window dressing and a season for parties that highlight charity, family and love, or is there something deeper that gives hope for our world?

Today, I invite you to focus attention on Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ of Christmas.
Jesus was a man who was born in an obscure village, the son of a peasant woman. He worked in a carpentry shop until He was 30. Then for three years, He was an itinerant rabbi.  He was perceived as a revolutionary and crucified.  He was resurrected to life.  He revealed himself to his disciples, commissioned them to continue his mission and ascended into heaven.  That band of followers became his church.  They were known as Christians, followers of Jesus.

He never owned a home, wrote a book, held public office, got married and raised a family or went to college.  Yet, His name is perhaps the most recognizable name in all of human history. Christians and non-Christians alike all over the world celebrate the annual observance of his birth.  

What made him such a pivotal person in history?  It seems that if people may much attention to him they either worship or hate him.
Our Manual for Becoming All God Designed Us to Be (i.e., the letter to the Colossians in the NT) proclaims him as the Cosmic Christ, Supreme Lord and transforming Savior  (1:15-20, NLT)
Christ is the visible image of the invisible God.
He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation,
for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. 
He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see— 

such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world.

Everything was created through him and for him.
He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together.
Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body. 
He is the beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead.

So he is first in everything.
For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ,

and through him God reconciled everything to himself. 
He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth


by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.
This includes us who were once far away from God. We were his enemies, separated from him by our evil thoughts and actions. Yet now God has reconciled us to himself through the death of Christ in his physical body. As a result, he has brought us into his own presence, and we are holy and blameless as we stand before him without a single fault.
SUMMARY: In and through Jesus . . .
1. God became human and revealed himself to us.

2. God made peace with everything in heaven and on earth.

3. God reconciled you and me to himself 

4. God brought each one of us into his own presence 

5. God makes us holy and blameless so we can stand before him without a single fault

6. Jesus is supreme over all creation and the church
Jesus was such a reality that he cannot be ignored.  He is recognized by many religions . . .
· Arianism: A divine being created by God and inferior to Father
· Baha’i: A “Manifestation of God” and prophet in a line of nine other prophets

· Buddhism: A wise and enlightened man who taught similar things to the Buddha
· Christian Science: A wise man especially attuned to the divine Christ
· Gnosticism: A divine being sent from the supreme God to rescue humanity from the material world by revealing true knowledge
· Hinduism: An incarnation of God akin to Krishna or a wise man
· Islam: A prophet sent by God to reveal God’s will in a progressive revelation that ended with Muhammad.  He will return some day to help judge the world and to destroy evil.  His deity, crucifixion and resurrection are denied.

· Jehovah’s Witness: An archangel.  Jesus is Son of God, Word of God, God’s first creation, Archangel Michael.  He taught about God, provided a model for right living, died sacrificially for human sin but he is not God
· Mormonism: One of the spirit beings that all humans used to be and has a physical body. He was a son of God, savior originally.  A man who teaches us about God, provides a model for living, and died sacrificially for sin
· Theosophy: A great teacher
· Unitarian Universalism: An “Incarnation of God’s love” who demonstrated God’s love for humanity and taught about justice and compassion
The Jesus of these religions is either a very good man or a divine being created by God. He is presented as an apparition, a good teacher, a prophet and a martyr. 
The stories about Jesus tell of a man people had never seen before.  He calmed storms, healed diseases, cast out demons and miraculously fed large crowds.  He identified with people who were suffering rejection and expressed deep love.  He had a wisdom that baffled rabbis.  He taught his followers to love one another and their enemies.
At the core of this man was a mystery: Jesus was fully human and fully divine at the same time.  This combination of two realities has engaged theological dialogue ever since.  He transcends all our human logic and expectations.  It is a mystery that Christianity tries to keep in balance.  

If we emphasize the human side of Jesus too much, he becomes for us just another great teacher and fine human being.  This choice is easy to make because it is difficult to believe in something as unique as a God-Man.  To say Jesus is a great example of the best of what it means to be a human being—as many people do—is to deny that He was also divine.

If we lean to heavily on the divine side, — that Jesus was God and, therefore, unlike any other human beings — then we settle for a Jesus who did not really experience what it is like to be human. He is an apparition—a supernatural appearance of a person or a ghost.  He only appeared to suffer the problems of the human condition, but as God he did not really experience the pain we feel.  If that were true, that means that God could not relate to us as human beings, and would defeat the whole purpose of Jesus coming to live among us.

Any thing less than this full mystery presents a man who became a martyr for an idealistic philosophy that cannot be lived in this world or a divine figment of our imagination.  Instead the Bible proclaims one who was God and became human for us.  He revealed the life God designed us to live.  He experienced sadness, grief, poverty, injustice and rejection.  He was tempted to sin in every way we experience temptation in our human life but did not sin.  He was misunderstood, pressured by family and public to meet their expectations and hated.  He was finally crucified on a Roman Cross.
When religious and political authorities crucified Jesus he turned life upside down in ways they could not begin to see and we are still trying to explain. Because of who he was he sanctified the cross and made it an altar.  He transformed the city dump into a temple.  He took on himself the guilt of our sin with its condemnation and became the supreme sacrifice for our sins so that we could be transformed and made holy before God.  God resurrected Him from the grave and seated him in heaven from where he rules the universe.
This Jesus who was fully human and fully divine at the same time now saves us from the destructive power of sin.  This Jesus is our Savior, Redeemer and Sanctifier.  He is the hope of a new life for each one of us and for our world.
Jesus, the Christ of Christmas, came to . . . 
· Reveal God

· Reconcile sinful people to God
· Redeem people from slavery to sin

· Restore fallen humans to the image of God
It’s not the season with its festivities and decorations that makes Christmas so unique.  
It is Jesus that makes the season so special and inspires decorations and festivities.  
It is Jesus who came to give his life as a ransom for our sins and the sins of the world (Matthew 20:28).  
He came to reconcile us to God and make us holy so we can stand blameless before God (Colossians 1:19-22)

He came to give us abundant life (John 10:10)

He suffered and died outside the city gates of acceptable, understandable religion to make us holy by means of his own blood (Hebrews 13:12).  
He cleanses us from all sin by his own blood as we walk in the light of God (1 John 1:7).

Don’t settle for a whitewash job that hides the reality of our brokenness.  
Don’t settle for a Christianity that leaves us feeling like bumbling failures. 
Christmas is the Celebration of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth

Jesus, the Christ of Christmas, is a life changing, transforming redeemer and Savior.

Do you know him today?
