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Sunday, November 30, 2014: 1st Sunday of Advent

Series:

Becoming All God Designed Us To Be

Theme:
Jesus, The Child of Christmas Story, Is Supreme Over All Creation 
Scripture:
Colossians 1:15-17 (cf., vv. 11-27); John 1:1-14; Titus 2:11-14

Video:

Jesus Is.wmv 

This is an interesting Sunday on our calendar.  It is an overlap of Thanksgiving and Advent.

· Thanksgiving: celebration of the harvest, focus on thanks for our blessings

· Advent: a season of 25 days waiting and preparing for the celebration of the birth of Jesus at Christmas.  The season of Advent anticipates the Second Coming of Christ as it celebrates his First Coming.  We identify with ancient Israelites who waited for the first coming as we anticipate the Second Coming of Jesus.
Advent for 2014 is an extremely appropriate season for the church in the U.S.A. today.  Two grievous realities in our nation have become headline news in the last ten days: the influx of immigrant women and men and racial prejudice.

Is there a Word from the Lord that gives instruction about what to do and real hope?  
What can I do to make a difference? What does the church need to do to facilitate reform?
The social dynamics in Ferguson, MO live in Harrisburg and central Pennsylvania.

This first Sunday of Advent calls us to center our faith in Christ Jesus as the Messiah of God and our hope for a better day.  Listen to this call of God to us today:

For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all people. And we are instructed to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should live in this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God, while we look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed. He gave his life to free us from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and to make us his very own people, totally committed to doing good deeds (Titus 2:11-14, NLT).
Before we try to tackle and straighten out this world, we are called to center our faith in and submit our lives to Jesus Christ.  Our hope, according to this Scripture, is the transforming power of Jesus Christ that redeems us from all iniquity and purifies for himself a people who belong to him and are zealous for good deeds. 

Two passages of Scripture introduce and identify Jesus for us today:

1. John 1:1-18.

2. Colossians 1:15-17

This verse identifies four key truths about Jesus for us today: 

1. Jesus is eternally one with God

2. Jesus participated with God in the creation of the universe

3. Jesus is the visible image of the invisible God

4. Jesus is supreme over all creation

· Jesus is eternally one with God. 

· He existed before anything was created

· St. John identified Jesus as the “Word of God” (John 1:1-2)
· Jesus participated with God in the creation of the universe 

· “Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made” (John 1:3).
· Everything was created through him and for him

· Jesus created things we can’t see like thrones, kingdoms, rulers and authorities in the unseen world.

· Jesus is the way to God, the truth and the life (Jn. 14.6)
· Jesus fully reveals God and God’s design for us as human beings (Col. 1:15; John 1:14)
· Jesus is supreme over all creation (Colossians 1:15, 17; John 1:4-5; Heb. 1:1-4)
Jesus did not settle for preservation of comfortable mores and traditions.  He healed sick people as he encountered them, fed people as opportunity presented itself and always taught principles of the kingdom of heaven.  He discipled women and men who believed in and followed him to live as citizens of the kingdom of God in the midst of this world under the dominion of evil.

Church, we now live as his hands and feet in this world.  Follow the progression…
· He left his home in heaven and came to earth to reveal God’s design

· He recruited a few disciples and trained them to be his representatives in this world

· He sent the Holy Spirit to live in those disciples after his crucifixion, resurrection and ascension into heaven

· He made those disciples his church and commissioned them to make disciples in his name throughout the world

· Those disciples started a movement that became known as Christianity

· Christianity is now spreading throughout the world

So what does this call us to do regarding women, men and children who are undocumented immigrants into our nation?  What does this call us to do specifically about the systemic evils of racial division, inequality and poverty in our nation?

I believe God calls us to 

· Center our faith in Jesus Christ: Messiah, Savior and hope of the world

· Pray constantly

· Study and advocate justice as a disciple of Jesus

· Live holy lives at home, at work and in our communities.

· Respond to opportunities of service you see

· Do Good where you can with the resources you have

· Look forward to the hope reserved for us in heaven (Revelation 22:20-21)

He who is the faithful witness to all these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon!”
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!

May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s holy people. Amen 
