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Sunday, November 23, 2014: Thanksgiving Sunday

Theme:
Joyful Thanks Pleases God

Scripture:
Colossians 1:9-14; Luke 17:11-19; Psalm 100

Well, it’s Thanksgiving again.  Sometimes I dread the holidays with their calls to be thankful and generous.  I hear the call of God through Scripture: “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus (1 Thess. 5:16-18).
I often identify with the children we try to teach to be thankful.  Sometimes I don’t feel thankful.  I’m too busy thinking about the demands on my schedule and they things I want to purchase.

But then I hear two prompts for genuine Thanksgiving from Scripture:

· Don’t be misled, my dear brothers and sisters. Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow.  He chose to give birth to us by giving us his true word. And we, out of all creation, became his prized possession (James 1:16-18, NLT).
· May God fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins (Colossians 1:9b-14, NIV).
Story of a man who impressed Jesus by returning to thank him for healing from leprosy (Luke 17:11-19)
The story indicates that God appreciates our expressions of thanks.

Is it possible Expressions of Thanks are signs of maturity and grace?
May God fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way… giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light (Col. 1:9b-12, NIV).
May you live worthy of the Lord and please him in every way … giving joyful thanks to the Father . . .

· He has qualified us to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light . . .
· The heritage God gave Adam and Eve at Creation (Genesis 1:29), 

· The covenant God made with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3; Hebrews 9:16ff)

· The LORD confirms his covenant through the abilities he gives us to to produce wealth (Deuteronomy 8:18, NIV).
· God has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of his Son he loves in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins (vv. 13-14)

Luke’s story about Thankful is a Prescription for thanksgiving that is pleasing to Jesus . . .
· This thanksgiving starts from real suffering

· Thankful and his friends had heard about and now recognized Jesus

· Thankful and his friends obeyed Jesus: “As they went, they were cleansed” (14b)

· Thankful saw he was healed / he noticed what God had done

· He came back to Jesus (how far back did he have to go?)

· He praised God in a loud voice (specific, clear, bold and public)

· He threw himself at the feet of Jesus (humbled himself and bowed down)

· He was blessed and honored by Jesus
A key to being thankful is seeing our blessings.  It’s difficult to see the blessings some days.  We feel like outcasts who belong the band of Samaritans with leprosy.  Our tendency is to bog down in our suffering and become blind to the presence of God.
Is it possible that much of the sadness and depression of our day comes from our blindness to the blessings around us?
A sign of maturity is the ability to see the blessings and good things of life around us.

The spiritual discipline of prayer opens our eyes to see God and cry out to Him for mercy.  Ask the Holy Spirit to open our eyes and our minds to see God's blessings all around us. 
As we give thanks for those gifts, we notice even more blessings and are blessed yet again.
A simple word of gratitude opens us to world of abundance, mercy and grace. 
It may seem a small thing—noticing and thanking—but it's the first step to setting in motion a cycle of gratitude and grace.
The call to be thankful is still before us:

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

But I invite you to hear the prayer of St. Paul for all of us as believers today: 

May God fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way (Colossians 1:9-10)
Thanks be to God for his bountiful provisions.  Everything we have comes from God.

· Our existence: marvelous bodies, minds and psyches

· Our resources for existence from the earth: food, shelter, fuel, etc.

· Our abilities to work: participation in society, support for family

· Our families

