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Sunday, November 16, 2014
Series:
Becoming all God designed us to be using Colossians as our Manual

Theme:
The Gospel Is The Power of God for Salvation And The Hope of the World
Scripture:
Colossians 1:3-6; Romans 1:1-17; Mark 1:14-15; John 14:1-7
Objective:
Christian virtues are birthed in us through the transforming Gospel of Jesus

Colossians 1:3-6, NIV

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people — 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world — just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace.
We have taken three Sundays to identify three virtues of Christianity identified in this paragraph:

1. Faith in Christ Jesus

2. Love for God’s people
3. Hope reserved for us in heaven

Last Week: The virtues of faith and love spring from the hope stored up for us in heaven.

Today: This hope is rooted and grounded in the gospel of Jesus. 

Christian Hope is optimistic but it is more than optimism and positive thinking.  It is optimistic and prompts positive thinking because of who God is and what He has provided for us through Jesus Christ.
The faith and love of the Colossians have been nourished, not by an inner effort of the will, but rather by the solid fact of the promises of God. This hope of the coming of the Saviour, of the resurrection of the body and of life everlasting, is something given by God. As such it depends, not on whether they can maintain a mood of optimism in changing circumstances, but on the unchanging character of God… (Herbert M. Carson [vicar of St. Paul’s Church, Cambridge]. The Epistles of Paul to the Colossians and Philemon: An Introduction and Commentary from Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, P. 31)
Optimism (Dictionary.com):

· A disposition or tendency to look on the more favorable side of events or conditions and to expect the most favorable outcome.

· The belief that good ultimately predominates over evil in the world

· The belief that goodness pervades reality

· The doctrine that the existing world is the best of all possible worlds

· Synonyms: confidence, hopefulness, cheerfulness
Some days I need an attitude adjustment of “optimism” and positive thinking.  Actually, I think we all know some Christians who would benefit from some adjustments.  But the Scripture teaches a better source of hope for us and for our world.

St. Paul taught that hope for Christians comes from the gospel that was taught and was bearing fruit in them.  This same gospel that changed the lives of the Colossian believers is spreading throughout the world with the same results.  It is the gospel that has come to each one of us who are gathered here this morning as believers.

The Gospel . . .

· … is the Good News about Jesus, God’s Son (Romans 1:3-5). 
· He was born into King David’s family line in his earthly life
· Jesus, 2nd person of the triune God, left heaven, became human and lived among us

· Revealed God (John 1:14)
· Modeled and taught the way God designed us to live as human beings
· He taught that the kingdom of heaven was near  (Mark 1:14-15)
· He commissioned his disciples to teach the same message (Mt. 10:7)
· He was crucified 
· He was shown to be the Son of God when he was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
· He is our Lord. 
· … is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes (Romans 1:16-17)

· It tells us how God makes us right in his sight. 
· This salvation is accomplished from start to finish by faith in Jesus as Lord
· … changed the lives of the Colossian believers from the day they first heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace (Colossians 1:6)

· … is now bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives just as it did for the Colossian believers (Col. 1:6b).

The Gospel of Jesus provides a hope that is stronger than mere optimism.

· Reality: Our world is under the control of the evil one (1 John 5:19)

· The struggles of Christians in this world are against the spiritual forces of evil (Ephesians 6:12)

· Goodness by itself does not pervade reality or dominate evil in this world
· The existing world is not the best of all possible worlds.

· This world has been corrupted by evil and is doomed for destruction (Matthew 24:35; 2 Peter 3:6-10)
The Gospel declares that Jesus came to save the world (John 3:16-17)

· The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work (1 John 3:8b)

· Through his life, death and resurrection Jesus . . .

· Defeated Satan and the forces of hell
· Provided full forgiveness of sins and reconciliation with God

· Jesus has gone to prepare a place for us and that he will come again some day to take us to be with him forever (John 14:1-4; cf., 1 Thess. 4:14-17; 1 Cor. 15:20-22, 50-58)
· The Kingdom of Heaven is present in the hearts of all who believe in God and come to him through Jesus as Lord (Luke 17:20-21).

TODAY: Jesus is the HOPE of the world (Colossians 1:27)
· “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no one can come to the Father except through me. If you had really known me, you would know who my Father is.  From now on, you do know him and have seen him!” (John 14:6-7, NLT).

· St. Peter: “God has given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12b; cf. vv. 8-12; 3:12-26)

OUR HOPE . . .
· God is pulling everything in heaven and on earth into unity under the lordship of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:10).
· Jesus teaches us to pray, “Your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10)

TODAY . . .

· We look forward to a new day and a new world, a world being created by God
· A kingdom prophesied 700 years before Jesus (Isaiah 65:17-25)

· A kingdom governed by God (Revelation 21:1-4)

· Our Hope (John 14:1-4) 

· We live as citizens of Heaven and representatives of Jesus in the world…

· the light of the world according to Jesus (Matthew 5:14-16)

· ambassadors of Christ according to St. Paul (2 Cor. 5:20)

What do you think would happen if we would authentically and genuinely internalize this hope and live it in our world?  Picture of the mission of the disciples of Jesus:

One by one, these disciples would infect the nations with grace. It wasn't a call to take the sword or the throne and force the world to bow. Rather, they were to live the contagious love of God, to woo the nations into a new future (Shane Clairborne, Jesus for President: Politics for Ordinary Radicals)
We do not need guns and bombs to bring peace, we need love and compassion (Mother Teresa)

God has given us the privilege and authority to tell people everywhere what God has done for them so that they will believe in Him, obey him and glorify his name (Romans 1:5).
Conclusion

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people — 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world — just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace (Col 1:3-6).
Romans 1:1-17, NIV 
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God — 2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith for his name’s sake. 6 And you also are among those Gentiles who are called to belong to Jesus Christ …


15 That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are in Rome.  16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes … 17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”

Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 

by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Isaiah 65:17-25, NLT

“Look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth,

    and no one will even think about the old ones anymore.

Be glad; rejoice forever in my creation!

    And look! I will create Jerusalem as a place of happiness.

    Her people will be a source of joy.

I will rejoice over Jerusalem and delight in my people.

And the sound of weeping and crying will be heard in it no more.

“No longer will babies die when only a few days old.

    No longer will adults die before they have lived a full life.

No longer will people be considered old at one hundred!

    Only the cursed will die that young!

In those days people will live in the houses they build

    and eat the fruit of their own vineyards.

Unlike the past, invaders will not take their houses

    and confiscate their vineyards.

For my people will live as long as trees,

    and my chosen ones will have time to enjoy their hard-won gains.

They will not work in vain,

    and their children will not be doomed to misfortune.

For they are people blessed by the Lord,

    and their children, too, will be blessed.

I will answer them before they even call to me.

    While they are still talking about their needs,

    I will go ahead and answer their prayers!

The wolf and the lamb will feed together.

    The lion will eat hay like a cow.

    But the snakes will eat dust.

In those days no one will be hurt or destroyed on my holy mountain.

    I, the Lord, have spoken!”
Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007, 2013 by Tyndale House Foundation.
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