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Sunday, November 9, 2014
Series:

Becoming All God Designed Us To Be Using Colossians As A Manual

Theme:
Cultivating the Virtues of Christian Living, part 3: Hope
Scripture:
Colossians 1:3-5; 1 Thessalonians 5:8; Psalm 42
Video: Psalm 42, Where Is God
WHAT IS THIS WORLD COMING TO?
Why am I discouraged? Why is my heart so sad?
I will put my hope in God!

I will praise him again—my Savior and my God!

(Psalm 42:5, NLT)
Three Virtues of Christians

We always pray for you, and we give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

For we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of God’s people,

which come from your confident hope of what God has reserved for you in heaven.

You have had this expectation ever since you first heard the truth of the Good News.
(Colossians 1:3-5, NLT)
NCCN, could the Apostle Paul say this about us?

Could he say that about me?  What about you?

What would happen if we made these three virtues standards to be practiced daily?

I.
Faith in Christ Jesus  (taught Oct 26)
II.
Love for all God’s people (taught Nov 2)
This Faith and Love spring up from the hope that is stored up for us in heaven

and has been taught in the word of truth that has come to us.

HOPE is the seedbed for our faith in Jesus and love for all God’s people.
III.
Confident hope of what God has reserved for us in heaven
· Hope, in my observation of life, is expressed in two ways 

· I hope everything goes well.
· “My hope [confidence] is that You, Lord, will lead NCCN as well as Cathy and me. Regardless of circumstances You will lead us in righteousness and to heaven” (personal Journal entry from Tuesday, November 4, 2014)
· HOPE (Dictionary of the Bible & Christian Doctrine in Everyday English)
· Verb: to wish for and fully expect to receive something in the future . . . to accept a promise as true
· Noun: Hope is faith that God will do in the future what He has promised. Hope is trusting God. 
· The glorious hope of Christians is the return of Jesus Christ and the resurrection.  He is the basis of the Christian’s hope. 
· Hope makes Christians able to live joyfully in the present, even when they suffer.
· HOPE (Webster’s New American Dictionary, 1995)
· Trust, Reliance

· Desire accompanied by expectation of fulfillment

· One that gives promise for the future
· HOPE is trust in and reliance on God to fulfill his promises today and tomorrow.  Our ultimate hope is reserved in heaven.
· HEAVEN is the home of God and His angels.  It is beyond human and earthly limits (Dictionary of the Bible & Christian Doctrine in Everyday English)
· Sometimes, in Scripture, “heaven” simply means the sky.  It is that part of the creation that is not earth (Genesis 1:1)

· Christians live on earth but are really citizens of heaven (Eph. 2:12-22)

· Their final and ultimate loyalty is to God, not to any human ruler
· Believers will go to heaven after the second coming of Jesus Christ. They will always be with the Lord. They will live together in “a new heaven and a new earth” (Rev. 21:1-4).

· Heaven is a place and time where the will of God will be done completely.

· How does Hope of what God has reserved for us in heaven help us today?  
· We are participating in God’s plan that leads to unity of everything in heaven and on earth under the Lordship of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:10)

· Stories of the Bible reveal that God’s people live in a bigger story

· Three men condemned to death in the fiery furnace (Daniel 3:16-18)
· Unjust imprisonment for St. Paul: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body (Phil. 1:23b-24)

· God uses hardships to purify our hearts, strengthen us, train us for service in his name on earth, prepare us for heaven, minister to others, and fulfill his purposes (e.g., Joseph, Ge. 37-50)
· HOPE IS A GIFT: “In his great mercy, God has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:3-5, NIV)

· HOPE in God has to be engaged daily in the midst of this world
· Put on faith, love and hope (1 Thessalonians 5:8)
· Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God (Ps 42.5).
· Our ultimate model for “HOPE” is Jesus (Hebrews 12:2-3, NIV)
· The Christian hope is that God’s way is the best way, that the only happiness, the only peace, the only joy, the only true and lasting reward are to be found in the way of God. …The Christian hope is the certainty that it is better to stake one’s life on God than to believe the world (William Barclay, Colossians, Daily Study Bible Series, 127)
