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Sunday, November 2, 2014
Series:

Becoming All God Designed Us To Be Using Colossians As A Manual
Theme:
Three Cardinal Virtues of Christian Living, Part 2
Scripture:
Colossians 1:3-6
Last week we began looking at three virtues the author of this letter commended in the church at Colosse.  I believe they are qualities for us to cultivate and practice daily:
1. Faith in Christ Jesus

2. Love for all of God’s people

3. Confident hope of what God has reserved for us in heaven

I.
Faith in Christ Jesus 
· Faith is a God-given capacity to believe and act on that belief.

· Christians place their faith in Christ Jesus as proclaimed in the Scripture

· Christians place their faith in Christ Jesus as Lord (conversion, new birth)

· Christians live daily as followers of Jesus and as citizens of the Kingdom of God in this world

· The Holy Spirit calls us to center and cultivate our faith in Christ Jesus today
II.
Love for all God’s people
· Most church boats don’t like to be rocked; they prefer to lie at anchor rather than go places in stormy seas. But that’s because we Christians view the Church as the object of our love instead of the subject and instruments of God’s [love] (William Sloane Coffin)
· We need to know God loves us, individually and congregationally.
Jesus loves me, this I know; for the Bible tells me so

· Jesus calls us to be instruments of his love . . .

· Love for one another in this church

· It’s sometimes easier to love people in Africa than sisters and brothers in your family or in our church family.

· Jesus said the world will know we are his followers because of the way we love one another (John 13:34-35)

· How are we expressing “love” to one another in the church family?

· Are our disappointments in people excuses or opportunities to love?

· Love your neighbor as yourself

· How are we expressing God’s love to our neighbors and communities?

· Danger of confusing the way we think world should treat us with the way God wants us to express his love to world.

· Covenant of God: I will bless you and make you a blessing

· What kind of a difference are we making in the community?

· Second greatest commandment according to Jesus (Matthew 22)

· The greatest of the commandments according to Paul (Romans 13.8-10)

· God’s church was not designed to look pretty and do neat programs.  God birthed His church to nurture His people to holy living, extend his love to the world and advance the mission of Jesus.

· This love grows out of our faith in Christ Jesus as Lord

· This love is a command (John 13:34)

· Jesus teaches, coaches and calls us to love one another from the heart

If in my life I fail completely to heed others, solely out of a desire to be 'devout' and to perform my 'religious duties', then my relationship with God will also grow arid. It becomes merely 'proper', but loveless (Pope Benedict XVI)
· God heals wounded souls and empowers authentic love for others by pouring his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5)

· The Holy Spirit empowers us 

· To genuinely forgive those who sin against us (Lord’s Prayer)

· To genuinely love our enemies (Matthew 5:43-48)

· To genuinely be representatives of Jesus Christ in our world

III.
Confident hope of what God has reserved for us in heaven
· We are citizens of the kingdom of heaven

· Sometimes we feel like prisoners and want to escape the hardship of this world.  Stories of the Bible reveal God’s bigger story.  Illustrations: Joseph and Daniel
· The Christian hope is that God’s way is the best way, that the only happiness, the only peace, the only joy, the only true and lasting reward are to be found in the way of God. …The Christian hope is the certainty that it is better to stake one’s life on God than to believe the world (William Barclay, Colossians, Daily Study Bible Series, 127)
Summary: Faith, Love and Hope are rooted in the character and promises of God.

The faith and love of the Colossians have been nourished, not by an inner effort of the will, but rather by the solid fact of the promises of God. This hope of the coming of the Saviour, of the resurrection of the body and of life everlasting, is something given by God. As such it depends, not on whether they can maintain a mood of optimism in changing circumstances, but on the unchanging character of God thus it is described as being laid up for them in heaven. … so the hope of glory is carefully kept by God as a treasure which one day they will fully share (Herbert M. Carson [vicar of St. Paul’s Church, Cambridge]. The Epistles of Paul to the Colossians and Philemon: An Introduction and Commentary from Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, P. 31)
Can the Apostle say of us:
We have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of God’s people,

which come from your confident hope of what God has reserved for you in heaven. 
 (Colossians 1:3-5)
