Sunday, September 21, 2014

Theme:
God’s Provision for His Call and Purpose for You
Scripture:
Exodus 16:2-15 (Manna in the wilderness)

And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19, NIV).
· Does that statement prompt questions for you?  It does for me.

· Think about the last time you said, “I need . . .” or “if I only had ______”
· It is important to distinguish “needs” from “wants.”  Do we really need ___________?

· However I fear we have diluted this promise because of disappointments or fear to trust or our fear of doing mission God has called us to do.
· What about God’s prompt for NCCN to win 10 people to Jesus Christ in 2014?
· And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus (NLT)
An illustration of God’s provision is found in one of the major stories of the Bible.  It is the record of the Exodus of Israel from slavery in Egypt and their migration to the Promised Land in Canaan.  A primary provision from God was bread in a form called “Manna,” which means, “What is this?”  The story contains some important lessons about God’s promise to supply all our needs and the means of that provision in 2014.

The nation of Israel grew out of a family of 12 brothers who were the sons of Jacob who in turn was the grandson of Abraham.  This family had sprouted into a nation of up to one million people over 430 years (Exodus 12:40-41).  
The plight of the Israelites is described in Exodus 1:6-14.
But God had a major purpose for that nation and it was not slavery.  God had promised to make Abraham’s descendants into a great nation, to bless them and make them a blessing to all people and nations (Genesis 12:1-3).  God does not forget His Purpose or His Promises.

The story of God’s deliverance from slavery is told in chapters 2-14 of the Book of Exodus in the Bible.  The purpose of God is recorded in Exodus 6:1-8.
Imagine you were one of those Israelite families who exited Egypt with Moses
· What does it feel like to realize you are free from the slave drivers?  
· Imagine Day One: walking, excitement, dreams, camaraderie, etc.
· Day 2

· Day 3: “For three days they traveled in the desert without finding water. When they came to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter. So the people grumbled against Moses, saying ‘What are we to drink?’” (15:22-24).
· You left Egypt with big dreams and excitement but now you are experiencing weariness.  Questions begin to surface.  

· Shouldn’t God or Moses have made better provisions?  
· Moses did lead you to a location with sufficient water for your family and animals (15:22-27).  But this is desert land.  How much longer can you survive in this wilderness?  
· Can you really trust this man with your family?  Who is he anyway?
Moses introduced a new name for God—YHWH, the LORD, which means, “I AM!”  It’s ambiguous.  The dream of freedom was electrifying but back in Egypt we had “home.”  We knew what to expect. We had learned how to survive among the slave drivers.  We had a system.  Maybe it wasn’t so bad after all.
After two weeks, 15 days, the thrill was gone.  Mothers and children were complaining.  You don’t know what you were expecting when you started but this is becoming too much.  We pick up the story in chapter 16.

· Weariness and grumbling (Exodus 16:3) 

· They forgot their suffering and their prayers (Exodus 3:7-10)
·  “I AM” responded by providing meat and bread (16:4-35).

· Meat: quail

· Bread: coriander seed in the dew each morning

· The Bread was called “Manna,” which means, “What is this?”
“The Israelites ate manna forty years, until they came to a land that was settled; they ate manna until they reached the border of Canaan” [i.e., the Promised Land], (v. 35; Joshua 5:10-12).
This story of the provisions of the Sovereign God illustrates God provisions of our needs. Hardship and difficulties often distort our thinking.  Adversity tempts us to return to the security of the past.  God hears our prayers and provides our needs (Philippians 4:19).
· God provides resources for today
· God’s creation provides sufficient resources for food, shelter and clothing for every human being on the face of earth.  

· Full salvation from sin and transformation through Jesus Christ

· God’s presence with us daily by the Holy Spirit 

· The Church, The Bible, Gifts and talents for service

· God’s resources are not always recognized quickly—Manna: “what is this?”

· God’s manna was provision for journey to Promised Land—it wasn’t the end.

· God continued to provide the manna until they entered the Promised Land (Exodus 16:35; Joshua 5:10-12)

· God seems to wait until we come to the end of our resources and sense of sufficiency to intervene and supply our needs to live His Call and purpose for us.

· God’s blessings and supplies are often just enough for today.  

· God provides resources to fulfill His Calling and Purpose for us

Two applications for us this morning:

1. Some of you are experiencing difficult days and are struggling.

2. God is calling us as one congregation of His Church to take responsibility for leading 10 people to faith in Jesus as Lord through the remainder of 2014.  
a. What is God prompting you to do?  
b. Who has God been bringing to your thinking?  
c. What are the unusual encounters with people that have nudged you to wonder, “Where did this come from?”
Questions:

· Do you trust God today?

· Do you trust God for your family?

· Do you trust God to use you in ministry to others?

· How are you responding to the temptations to give up the way of Jesus and quit?
The way of Jesus cannot be imposed or mapped - it requires an active participation in following Jesus as he leads us through sometimes strange and unfamiliar territory, in circumstances that become clear only in the hesitations and questionings, in the pauses and reflections where we engage in prayerful conversation with one another and with him (Eugene Peterson).
Exercise:  Using the Post-It in your bulletin . . .

· Identify a prompting of God for a ministry to someone else.

· Identify a challenge that is causing fear or discouragement
· Then bring it to the altar and stick it there
And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19, NLT)
