September 7, 2014

Theme:
God Calls Us to Be His Church

A community of believers building one another up in their faith in Jesus

A community of saints advancing the mission of Jesus in this world

Scripture:
Matthew 16:18-19; 28:18-20; Ephesians 1:9-11; 4:11-16; Luke 19:1-10

WOW!  What would happen if we were like the church described in this video?  I see many of those qualities being lived out in this congregation.  I also believe God is honing those qualities and cultivating us to be His Church in this world.  The Fifth Transforming Truth about God I have been preaching this summer declares that God calls us to be His Church.
1. God loves you
2. God has a purpose for you

3. God has a standard for you: holiness of heart and life

4. God births His life in you through your faith in Christ Jesus as Lord

5. God calls us to be His Church in the World

a. A community of believers who minister to one another 

b. A company of saints carrying out the mission of Jesus in the world

What would happen if we grasped, lived and shared these “Five Transforming Truths about God” with friends who don’t know God personally?  

GOD CALLS US TO BE HIS CHURCH IN THE WORLD

A community of believers who minister to one another

A company of saints carrying out the mission of Jesus in the world

“CHURCH:” the assembly of people who respond to the call of God to faith in Jesus as Lord
· It’s a Kingdom that permeates the boundaries of every nation in the world.

· It is portrayed as the family of God, a living temple, a nation of priests

· God’s church is alive and strong in this world.  

GOD CALLS US TO BE HIS CHURCH IN THE WORLD
· Jesus announced to his disciples, “…I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it” (Matthew 16:18)

· God bought the church with His own blood (Acts 20:28)
· NCCN, we are one congregation of God’s Church in the world. 

· God bought us by his blood and we belong to Him.

· God birthed his life in us by the Holy Spirit

· God adopted us as his children and made us citizens of His Kingdom

· What would happen if we who gather as NCCN understood we are God’s church and that we belong to Him?  We are part of that church Jesus said he is building.

THE CHURCH IS GOD’S PLAN FOR ETERNITY (Ephesians 1:9-11; Psalm 22:27-28)
GOD’S CHURCH LIVES TODAY AS COMMUNITIES OF FAITH (a.k.a., congregations)
I.
Community of believers who build one another up in their faith in Jesus Christ


Ephesians 4:11-13
· Every believer is a minister who is responsible for building one another up until…

·  We all reach unity in our faith in and knowledge of Jesus
· we all become mature, i.e., become like Jesus
· Designated Roles: Believers serving as teachers, worship leaders, leadership team (church board), 

· General Roles of Ministry for all believers: 

· Deeds of kindness for one another: a meal, helping hand

· Praying for one another

· Encouraging one another (Hebrews 3:13; 10:25)

· Stewards’ recent emphasis of contacting people we miss

II.
Community of Saints advancing the mission of Jesus in this world

· Reconciling sinners with God (2 Corinthians 5: 17-19)
· “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15, NLT)
· Angels’ announcement about the birth of Jesus (Matthew 1:21; Luke 2:11)
· John the Baptist identified Jesus as the Lamb of God who came to take away the sins of the world (John 1:29)

· Jesus’ purpose for coming into the world (John 3:16-17; 12:47; Luke 19:1-10)
· Now, Jesus commissions us to make disciples (Matthew 28:19-20)

· Reconciling people with one another: 

· Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called children of God (Mt 5:9)

· Jesus’ New Command: “Love one another” (John 13:34)

· The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news (Mk. 1:15).  

· Instructions for disciples of Jesus (Colossians 3:10-15, NLT)

And yet I believe that the God who prayed that we all might be one, the God who sent his Spirit to minister healing and reconciliation among us, the God who offers us a vision of common humanity giving and receiving to and from one another without judgment, without division, with love—I believe that God has not given up. And I am reminded that when human efforts fail, God remains faithful. I am reminded that when policy fails to transform, prayer and people keep doing the work of the Spirit. The kingdom continues to come here on earth, if only in flashes and whispers. I am reminded that prayer and people anchor my hope for change (Amy Julia Becker, “God Hasn’t Given Up on Reconciliation,” Christianity Today, Sept. 3, 2014).
GOD IS TRANSFORMING US TO BE HIS CHURCH IN THE MIDST OF THIS WORLD.
· A community of believers building one another up in their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord
· A community of saints advancing the mission of Jesus in the world:
· Reconciling people with God
· Reconciling people with one another
WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF WE GRASPED, LIVED AND SHARED THIS CALL OF GOD TO BE HIS CHURCH IN OUR WORLD? 
