Sunday, August 24, 2014: VBS program Sunday

Theme:
“God Births His Life Into Our Hearts…

Scripture:
John 3:3-21
VBS theme for 2014:  
Jungle Safari Where Kids Learn about the Nature of God
· God is Creator (story of creation), 

· God is Protector (story of Daniel), 

· God is Provider (story of Elijah), 

· God is Savior (resurrection story) 

· God is King (Jesus is coming back!).

God Births His Life INTO Our Hearts

THROUGH Our Faith in Jesus as Lord BY the Holy Spirit
Teaching about this “Birth” by Jesus from John 3:3-21

I.
GOD BIRTHS HIS LIFE into our hearts

· God births his life . . . 

· The One who is eternal

· The One who reveals himself in three persons as Father, Son and Holy Spirit

· The One who is Creator of the Universe

· The One who is described as life, truth, justice and righteousness
· God created us in his image (Genesis 1:26-27)

· Eden is the picture of what God designed for us.

· Harmony with God, each other, earth and self

II.
God births His life INTO OUR HEARTS…

· The heart in Scripture is the value center in our lives.  It is also called our “spirit.”

· Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks (12:34)

· For where your treasure is, there you heart will be also (6:21)

· Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God (Matthew 5:8)

· Love the Lord your God with all your heart (22:37)

· The heart of human beings was corrupted in the Fall
· When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned (Romans 5:12).
· The inclination of the human heart is evil from early childhood (Genesis 8:21)
· This alienation is seen in the wars around our world

· Brokenness and suffering from injustice and crime are products of sin

· This is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.
· I stand at the door of your life and knock. If you open the door I will come in and live with you (Rev. 3:20)

· Stories, lessons and life modeling by parents

· Church: VBS, Sunday School, Children’s Worship

· Scripture, music, etc.
III.
God births His life into our hearts THROUGH OUR FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST AS LORD
· When we place our faith in Jesus Christ as Lord of our lives, we open the door for God to come into our hearts

· God forgives our sins, pardons our guilt, and adopts us into his family

· God declares us to be righteous and holy

· God naturalizes us as citizens in his kingdom

·  “Born of water…” is baptism in the name of Jesus
· We are immersed into the Kingdom of Heaven

· We become disciples of Jesus

· God births new life in our hearts. 
· The heart alienated from God through sin is reconciled with God by His gift of life in us

· This new life empowers us to live up to all Jesus calls us to be

· God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son…(1 John 5:11)
· Jesus called it being born again

IV.
God Births His Life into our hearts through Our Faith in 

Jesus as Lord BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
· “Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life” (John 3:6, NLT)

· Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38).

· Works of the Holy Spirit identified in Scripture:

· Births eternal life into our hearts (John 3:5-6)

· Grants life and peace (Romans 8:6)

· Leads us in truth (John 16:12-13)

· Empowers us to live holy lives (Acts 1:8)

· Fills us with God’s love (Romans 5:5)

· Convicts us of sin and leads us in righteousness (John 16:8-11)

· Prays to God for us (Romans 8)

· Sanctifies us (Romans 15:16)

· Qualifies us for heaven (Ephesians 1:13-14)
Michael Hidalgo, Unlost, Being Found by the ONE We Are Looking For, p. 168

What if we can stop doing all we can to get to God, because there is a God who is doing all he can to get to us? What if this God is not interested in who others want us to be but only in who he created us to be? What if there is a world where we can be loved for exactly who we are? … What if the one you have searched for all the days of your life is searching for you?


The good news is that we live in the light of this reality right now. Heaven is here. God’s renewal and restoration of all things has begun, and we are free to reclaim our rightful place on this earth as his people.  We are freed from the burden of having to do all we can to get to God, because God is doing all he can to get to us.

God Births His Life INTO Our Hearts

THROUGH Our Faith in Jesus as Lord

BY the Holy Spirit
