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Sunday, August 17, 2014
Theme:
God has a Standard for You: Holiness in Heart and Life
Scripture:
Exodus 20:1-17; 1 Peter 1:3-7, 13-16; Leviticus 19; Matthew 5:17-48
Video: Ten Commandments
God has declared a standard for us to live through the Bible and through Jesus Christ.  

The Ten Commandments are one expression of that Standard.
A “STANDARD” by definition is (1) a level of quality or excellence declared to be normal and (2) an authorized model or unit of measurement.

A Christian Standard is

· Level of quality or excellence declared to be normal by God

· Jesus Christ is the authorized model or unit of measurement, 

A Christian Standard is not a mandate or set of rules that qualifies us to be saved or enter heaven.  We are saved and qualified to enter heaven through our faith in Jesus Christ as Lord.  A Christian Standard is the life God calls us to live as his children in this world.
· It’s a life that stretches us to be more like Jesus

· Salvation includes the process by which God enables us to live up to His Standard.

1 Peter 1:3-7, 13-16, NLT

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great expectation, and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. And through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see.


So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure many trials for a little while. These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.

So prepare your minds for action and exercise self-control. Put all your hope in the gracious salvation that will come to you when Jesus Christ is revealed to the world. So you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back into your old ways of living to satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know any better then. But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy. For the Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I am holy” (1 Peter 1:3-7, 13-16, NLT; cf., Leviticus 19:1-2).
The LORD also said to Moses, “Give the following instructions to the entire community of Israel. You must be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy” (Lev. 19:1-2, NLT).

This call to holy living in Lev. 19 includes a code of conduct for God’s people.
1. Respect your parents (3)

2. Observe the Sabbaths and revere God’s sanctuary (3, 30)

3. Abstain from idolatry [false gods or images of God] (4)

4. Genuinely commune with God in Prayer (5-8)

5. Provide food and clothing for the poor and foreigners in your communities (9-10)
6. Honor God’s Name (9-10)

7. Avoid false promises

8. Do not take advantage of the deaf, the blind, the crippled or the disabled (11-14)

9. Guarantee fair judgment for all citizens, rich and poor (15)

10. Do not slander one another or speak falsely about other people (18a)

11. Do not bear a grudge against any one of your people (18a)

12. Love your neighbor as yourself (18b)

13. Do not eat the fruit of a newly bearing tree or the blood of animals (23-26)

14. Do not practice the occult [e.g., demon worship, witches, fortune-tellers] (26b, 31)

15. Do not cut your bodies for the dead or put tattoo marks on yourselves (28)

16. Do not degrade your daughter by making her a prostitute (29)

17. Respect the elderly (32)

18. Treat foreigners who live in your midst as citizens and love them as you love yourself.  Remember you were once aliens in Egypt [slaves to sin] (33-34)

19. Practice honest business transactions (35-36)
20. “Keep all my decrees and all my laws and follow them. I am the LORD” (37)

This is a daunting list of laws.  Are we doomed to hell if we fail at any one point or does God simply excuse us because we are human?  Do I qualify for heaven if I keep at least 70% of these laws?  How perfect do I have to be to be saved and receive entry to heaven?
God’s design and purpose of his Law is healthy community and long life.
So remember this and keep it firmly in mind: The LORD is God both in heaven and on earth, and there is no other.  If you obey all the decrees and commands I am giving you today, all will be well with you and your children. I am giving you these instructions so you will enjoy a long life in the land the LORD your God is giving you for all time (Dt. 4:39-40, NLT).
This is not a promise that if you follow these commandments everything will go well for you as one person.  It is a promise that if the community and nation follow these commandments there will be security and well being for each family and every citizen.

Objectives of these commands:

1. Honor the LORD as God by obeying his commands
2. Peaceful Community (justice for all)
3. Security and happiness for every child, woman and man

Occasionally through history teachers have said that Christ abolished the law and we now live in the age of grace.  They have used the following teachings in the New Testament:

· We are saved by grace through faith.  Focus on the laws seeks salvation by works—keeping all the laws of God (Ephesians 2:8-9)

· Christ abolished the law (Ephesians 2:15; Colossians 2:14)

This theory misses some teachings from Jesus about the law:

· Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or the writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose.  I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not even the smallest detail of God’s law will disappear until its purpose is achieved.  So if you ignore the least commandment and teach others to do the same, you will be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But anyone who obeys God’s laws and teaches them will be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 5:17-19, NLT).
· Jesus emphasized our motives and inner thoughts through a review of six laws.  “You have heard it said . . . but I say to you . . .” (Matthew 5:21-48).  He concluded the sermon by saying, “Be perfect therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (v. 48).  Instead of abolishing these laws, he strengthened them.
· Why do you call me Lord when you do not do what I teach or command? (Luke 6:46)

· Jesus identified two requirements for being his disciples (Matthew 28:19-20)

· Be baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit

· Learn and put into practice all he taught his disciples
Clarification regarding the two statements about Jesus abolishing the Law:
· The statements about Jesus abolishing the law focus on the required sacrifices for atonement.  These requirements were fulfilled in the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of Jesus.  Jesus paid the penalty for our sins (Romans 3:21-26).

· Ephesians 2:15 is followed by the call to live as children of the light from 4:17—6:9.  
· Colossians 2:14 is followed by rules for holy living from 3:1—4:6.  

· Chapters 1-2 declare the supremacy of Christ and teach us about our relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 

· Chapter 2 warns about distraction through human written laws (vv. 16-23)
· Oral teachings about the law by the Scribes and Pharisees (Talmud) designed to guarantee obedience to God and protect the people from condemnation or further bondage to foreign empires.
· Religious practices of pagan religions in Colossae (Asia Minor)
· See Mark 7:6-13
· Chapters 3-4 identify how we should live as children of God.

· These standards for holy living in Ephesians and Colossians are also taught in Paul’s letters to the churches in Rome and Galatia.  He teaches that we are set free from sin to follow and be like Jesus.  The Law defines God’s design for us.
Now return to the Transforming Truth: GOD HAS A STANDARD FOR YOU.
The transforming power of this truth is that God has made provision to sanctify us and empower us to live His Standard.  God made this provision through the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of Jesus (Hebrews 13:12).  By His Transforming Grace God takes us as we are and transforms us into the likeness of Jesus as we follow Jesus as our Lord.

God’s Call to us:

· Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your God. Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the LORD, who makes you holy (Lev. 20:7-8, NIV).
· Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him… Christ is all that matters, and he lives in us (Colossians 3:10-11).

· St. Peter teaches us to live holy lives as we wait for the coming of Jesus (1:3-16)

· We are not declared holy because we keep all the commandments.  We are declared to be holy when we place our faith in Jesus as Lord.  He in turn shapes us in the likeness of Jesus. 

God’s standard for you, me and every human being is Holiness from the heart for life in this world.  The Ten Commandments, The Code for holy living (Leviticus 19), Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” (Matthew 5) and the rules for holy living in the letters of the New Testament spell out God’s design for us.  They are part of the Manual for Heaven.  They stretch us and teach us specifics for living as Citizens of Heaven in this world.
· This life is modeled by Jesus of Nazareth
· God wants people to think like Jesus (see Philippians 2:5).

· God wants people to act like Jesus (see Colossians 3:15-17).

· God wants people to love others like Jesus loves us.

· This life is described through the Bible

· This life is discovered and developed as we follow Jesus as our Lord

· We do not follow this way not to avoid hell 

· We pursue this life to honor God and become more like Jesus.

Quotes:

I want neither a terrorist spirituality that keeps me in a perpetual state of fright about being in right relationship with my heavenly Father nor a sappy spirituality that portrays God as such a benign teddy bear that there is no aberrant behavior or desire of mind that he will not condone. I want a relationship with the Dear Father of Jesus, who is infinitely compassionate with my brokenness and at the same time an awesome, incomprehensible, and unwieldy Mystery  (Brennan Manning, Ragamuffin Gospel and The Signature of Jesus).
The way of Jesus cannot be imposed or mapped — it requires an active participation in following Jesus as he leads us through sometimes strange and unfamiliar territory, in circumstances that become clear only in the hesitations and questionings, in the pauses and reflections where we engage in prayerful conversation with one another and with him  (Phillip Yancey).

The world can no longer be left to mere diplomats, politicians, and business leaders. They have done the best they could, no doubt.  But this is an age for spiritual heroes — a time for men and women to be heroic in their faith and in spiritual character and power.  The greatest danger to the Christian church today is that of pitching its message too low (Dallas Willard).
God has a standard for us as his children — to be like Jesus!
Video: Foundations.mov
