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Sunday, August 3, 2014
Series:

Five Transforming Truths about God

Theme: 
God has a purpose for you

Scripture:
Ephesians 2:8-10; 2 Peter 3:9-18; Genesis 12:1-3; Matthew 6:19-21; 7:21-23
Videos: 
searching for purpose.mov (desktop)
God Has a Purpose for You
We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,

which God prepared in advance for us to do

(Ephesians 2:10)

Five Transforming Truths about God

for you and people you encounter in your circles of influence.

1. God Loves You

2. God has a Purpose for you

3. God has a Standard of Living for You

4. God Births His Life in You through Your Faith in Jesus Christ as Lord

5. God Calls You to Be His Church
A community of believers building one another up in the faith

A company of saints advancing the mission of Jesus in this world
TODAY’S FOCUS: God Has a Purpose for You

“PURPOSE” is often narrowly perceived as occupation (doctor, lawyer, truck driver) or whom shall I marry (as though God has a specific person).  God’s purpose may include a specific occupation for you in life.  But this interpretation can trigger neurotic questions:

· How do we know what the right occupation or job is for us?  
· How do we know for sure who is the right spouse for us?

· What if we choose the wrong job or the wrong person?

· Are tough times signs that we chose the wrong job or spouse, or bought the wrong house?

God’s purpose focuses on who you are as a person.  What kind of a person will you be?
· God created us in his image so we might walk with him through life
· Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image…” (Genesis 1:26)

· To work alongside him and preserve his work

In the creation God gave the man and woman authority, power and responsibility to work alongside him and preserve his work. God brought them to the Garden and said to  “work it and take care of it” (Genesis 2.15). The Hebrew root word for “work” is abad. This is the same word used to describe the priests’ work in the temple in Jerusalem.  Abad was an act of worship. 


The man and woman worked with joy and anticipation, because they tapped into the purposes of God. In their work and in their care, they were able to participate in the ongoing process of creation with God. God entrusted them with his temple (earth).  From the beginning God was not interested in humans only living and benefitting from his creation. God invited the first man and the first woman into participating, working and caring for his creation alongside him (Michael Hildago, Unlost: Being Found by the One We Are Looking For, p. 32).

· Westminster Larger Catechism (1640)

· Question: What is the chief and highest end of man?

· Answer: to glorify God, and fully to enjoy Him forever.

· Micah 6:8, “…walk humbly with God.”

· God desires that all people repent and follow Jesus as Lord (2 Peter 3:9, John 3:16)
· God wants us to live with Him in Heaven for eternity

· John 17:24; 14:2b-3
· 2 Peter 3:9-14 (Context of the call to repentance)

· God designed us to do good works (Ephesians 2:8-10)

· We are God’s workmanship (masterpiece) created in Christ Jesus to do good works he prepared in advance for us to do.
· Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours; yours are the eyes through which to look at Christ's compassion to the world, yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good, and yours are the hands with which he is to bless us now (Teresa of Avila, 1515-1582).
· Illustration of fulfilling God’s purpose

· God’s purpose for us is illustrated in His covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3).  
The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you.  I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you” (NLT).

· God’s purpose is to make you a blessing to others.

· God’s purpose is to make those you bless a blessing to others.

· God’s blessing comes as we honor and serve Him

Summary Statements regarding God’s purpose for every human being:

· Ecclesiastes 12:13-14; 

· St. Paul, 1 Corinthians 10:31; Colossians 3:17
· Jesus, Matthew 6:20-21; 7:21
We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do (Ephesians 2:10)
