Two Unlikely Characters

Two of the key characters in this story could not be
more dissimilar. We have David, possessor of God’s
unconditional love-base fidelity, the up and coming
political superstar. Living in a cedar palace. Then there
is Mephibosheth, the crippled fatherless, outcast;
member of a deposed royal family that has watched
his family members disappear and live in obscurity. It
is hard to know whom to identify with most, in this
story. We could be the outcast cripple, in fear for his
life, and other times, we feel like we are on top of the
world, blessed beyond our imagination. Who do you
feel most like, in this story? Can you remember a time
when it seems your life was like the other character?
How does the experience of being a Mephibosheth
inform the experience of

being a David, or vice versa?

Honored seat at the King’s Table

Not only is the trembling Mephibosheth given
kindness, but this love-based covenant way of doing
things provides a perpetual place of sonship to him.
David has Mephibosheth eat with him and his sons
every day. Mephibosheth is given a new family, but
not just any family, he is part of the King’s family now.
Mephibosheth is royalty. The narrator concludes this
story by reminding the reader that Mephibosheth is
still crippled. If this was a New Testament story about
the acts of Jesus, we could expect a healing; a lame
man walking and leaping, but that is not the case.
Sometimes broken people remain broken, and all that
can be done, is change their status. Sometimes we
are reminded of the brokenness of this world when we
look at those seated around the table. So, what does
it mean to invite broken people to the King's table?
What does it mean to permit their brokenness to
remain as we sit together at the table? How does a
change in status provide hope to broken people?
How did it change you?
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